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In the Name of God, the Benceficent, the Merciful

Preparing the Shi’a for the Occultation

One: Two Types of Presence of Imams

Two: Examples of Ghaybah Amongst Prophets

Discussion: Which previous prophets of God who were sent to their people, left them for a period of time?

Three: Speaking of The Specifics of The Occultation
A: When It Will Start
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Rayyan ibn Salt says: “I asked Imam Ridha: ‘Are you the owner of this affair?” He said: ‘T am the owner of
this affair, but I am not the one who will fill the Earth with justice after it has been filled with oppression.
How could it be me with the weakness in my body. Certainly the qai’m is the who will be of old age, but
appear as a young strong man such that if he reached out to any tree on earth, he would pluck it from the
Earth. And if he shouts between mountains, the stones of the mountains would implode. He has with him
the staff of Moses and the ring of Sulayman. He is the fourth of my children. God will hide him until he

]

wills. He will fill the world with justice as it has become filled with oppression and injustice.

! Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 367



B: Being two parts

Four: Speaking of The Difficulties of Ghaybah
The Time of Ghaybah vs The End of Times
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Imam Kadhim said: ... Good for our Shia, those who hold on to our rope during the time of ghaybah of
our qa’im, those who remain steadfast in our love and disassociate from our enemies. They are from us and
we are from them. They have chosen us as leaders and we have chosen them as followers. Good for them!

122

Good for them! And surely they will be with us on Judgment Day!
A: People will be lost during it.
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The Prophet said: “... Allah has chosen from the lineage of Husayn imams who will uphold my affair and
preserve my will. The ninth of them is the qa’im of the Ahlul-Bayt, the Mahdi of my ummah. He
resembles me the most in his appearance, speech and actions. He will appear after a long ghaybah and
confusion that is misleading. He will announce the affair of Allah and manifest the religion of Allah, with

God’s help and the help of the angels of God.”
B: Losing Hope In The Imam
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2 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 361
3 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 257
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Imam Bagir said: “O Abu al-Jarud, when time passes and people say the qai’m has died or has been killed,
and they question his fate, and the one who awaits him says: “‘When will it happen?!” and the calamity
becomes great, at that point, have hope in the dhuhur. When you hear of it, rush to it even if you have to

walk through ice and snow.”™

O ke 3 O 3k (il @\wwugyuwg\f\&@\uhdummumuu\ RECIURVEC RPN
HAAA i d Le pie alall O n g aie (a5 U ; D) alle yaa (5 S (allall 06 6 Juas
s 5130 ol La Uata 595 1 il Calill gk ()

Imam Sadiq said: “By Allah, your Mahdi will disappear from you until the ignorant amongst you says:
‘Allah has nothing to do with this family!!” Then he will appear as piercing star, and will fill the world with
justice as it has been filled with injustice.”

C: Being Mocked and Tested
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When Imam Ridha was asked why the Mahdi is called the muntadhar, the awaited one, he said: “Because

he will have an occultation of many days and a long period. During this time, the truly faithful will await

him and the doubtful will deny him, and the rejectors will mock this belief, and those who appoint a time
for it will be liars...”®
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Imam Ridha said: “Know that the one who is patient during his occultation with the trouble and rejection
is like the one who fought with the Prophet with his sword.”

D: Disputes and Disagreements
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4Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 326
> Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 378
¢ Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 378
7Uyun, vol 1, 68
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Imam Hasan said: “This affair will not take place until you disassociate from one another, and curse one
another and disrespect each other and accuse each other of kufr. I said: “There is no good in this.” He said:

INY

‘All of goodness lies in this. At that time, our qa’im will rise and remove all of this.

The Wisdom Behind Occultation

Group Discussion: From your perspective, what is the wisdom behind the occultation?

One: A Reason That Will Only Be Unveiled After Dhuhur

B ¢Jnan LS 06 ¢ S0 A8 0 32 5 le L8 08 A 5 il 5 ) il e 858 0 220 5 s i LSS
AR (5 Hira Galall il J8 paslgll Jimall (0 A 2 G fiaall s on 4 e AT RS J6 ¢ ) Sl Gl
ms‘ssuugygfwuqmques} qﬂd@dsg_ﬂuuf@wmj\ﬂ&u;uu» 5% A ale

uﬂ\u}u\oﬁqgmm\@;wumwuhmua@\ujmsau&\u}dumss@\u}muh?ﬂ

(.M\d:g}mwﬁ;y‘ mmxg)@\Du\ww\u}mymw@amwmydg@
}mwwwjm\ywyjmf\mf\fmmu\dmsj\u;\uu@\ﬁ\ G ) S ale gl Haaliaag) g
I Caikin e Lggh s 08 ) 5 ARks el Adl 5 i 282 0 5 5 43 Wil s

I asked Imam Sadiq of the reason for the occultation, he said: He said: “The same wisdom as the other
proofs of God leaving their people. The wisdom will only become clear after dhuhur. The same way the
wisdom of the actions of Khidr when it came to piercing the ship, killing the young man and repairing the
wall until after he separated from Musa. O Ibn al-Fadhl, surely this matter is of the affairs of Allah, and a
secret from the secrets of Allah and an unseen matter from the unseen matters of Allah. When we know
that Allah is wise, we believe that his actions are all wise, even if the wisdom is hidden to us.”

% Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 1, 437
?Ilal al-Sharayi’, vol. 1, 245
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Two: Giving All Governments An Opportunity To Rule

sl i 081 Gl O 5 Al 28T W0 06 Sl lle s i (e ol ol G g 0 0T (L (e AT i e e e
L Ol A 505 5 58 AT 5h 5 VR B e (e s UL 1S W 1515130 1 50 S 118 1 &0 %) &350

Imam Bagqjr said: “Our government is the final government. And there is no family who has been destined
to lead unless they do so before us. So that they no longer have the chance to claim after witnessing our
governance that if they were in charge, they would govern like the Ahlul-Bayt. And this is what the verse

‘And final victory belongs to the God weary’ refers to.”"

Three: A Test For The Masses
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Imam Bagir said: “Never, never will our faraj occur until you are filtered, and filtered and filtered. Until

Allah removes the impure and keeps the pure.”"!

Four: Not Carrying Any Bay’ah
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Imam Ali said: “Our qa’im rises while he does not carry the allegiance of any other ruler. This is why his

birth is hidden and he is in occultation.”?

Five: So That He Is Not Killed
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Imam Sadiq said: “O Zurarah, surely the ga’im must have an occultation.” Zurarah asked why that is. He
said: “He is fearful for his life and he pointed to his abdomen (referring to being attacked and killed).”"

' Al-Ghaybah li al- Tusi, vol. 1, 472
" Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 339
12 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 303
13 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 481
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Six: Resembling the Prophets of God In Leaving Their People
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Imam Sadiq said: “Surely our qa’im will have an occultation that will be prolonged.” I asked: “O Son of the
Prophet, why is that?” He said: “Because Allah has willed that the ways of the prophets in leaving their

»14

people will also apply to him...
Seven: The Extraction of God’s Trust (Righteous Individuals)
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I asked Imam Sadiq: “Why didn’t Imam Ali kill his enemies early on. He said because of a verse in the
Quran that reads: ‘And had they been separate, We would have surely punished the faithless among them
with a painful punishment™. I said: “‘What does the verse mean by separation?” He said: “The trusts of
Allah that lies in the loins of the disbelieving people (righteous children of evil people). And this is how
things will be for the Qa’im. He will not appear until the trusts of Allah appear. When they do, he will

appear and overcome the enemies of Allah and remove them’.”*¢

Eight: Benefitting from the Experience and Knowledge of the World

The Role of A Hidden Imam

Group Discussion: What is the role of an imam?

Y Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 480
> The Quran, 48, 25
16 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 641
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What roles does Imam Mahdi continue to assume during ghaybah?
A: Necessary for The Existence of This World
B: A Means of Receiving Divine Blessings
C: A Shield From Punishment for Sins

D: Covert Interventions In This World like Khidhr

The System of Wikalah

Group Discussion: Fill In The Empty Slots of Shi’a Strongholds

ARABIA

9 OMAN

Red Sea

SUDAN ;
Arabian Sea




The Duties and Characteristics of the Wukala

Naturally, due to the very sensitive and crucial role of the wukala, it was crucial for them to have certain
attributes such as management, secrecy, trustworthiness and spirituality.

Economic: Mawqufat, Nudhurat, Sadaqat, Gifts, Khums, Zakat
Conveying correspondences to the Imam: This is different from the role of the scholars of the time. In
reality, leading the Shi’a from a religious perspective was mainly on the shoulders of scholars. Hence, we

find not many of the books written during this time were sent to the Imam’s representatives.

Social and Political: A number of the representatives went to prison. They also had to take stances

regarding different issues, such as false wakils and ghulat.

The Structure of the Wukala
In order from most powerful to least:
The Imam
Special Deputies (bab): Closest confidants of the Imams.
Major Representatives: Overseeing a region
Minor Representatives: Active in a particular city

Mawqufat Representatives: Active regardin particular property and items

The Four Deputies

Our Understanding of Time of Ghaybah

It is clear that even some of the second or third level representatives did not know who the main deputy

‘was.



The First Deputy: Uthman ibn Sa’id
He was kept in this role after he played this role for two previous imams. His role as deputy of Imam
Mahdi was during the years 260 A.H. to 267 A.H. He was referred to as As-Samman, the Oil Seller. He

utilized his job as a cover for his role. He also helped with the kafn and dafn of Imam Hasan Askari.

Three individuals were his representatives in Baghdad, namely Ahmad ibn Ishaq Ash’ari Qummi,
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ja’far Qummi Attar Qattan and Hajiz ibn Yazid Washha’.

The Trust of The Imams In Uthman Ibn Sa’id

The following narration, which has a golden chain, highlights his great status in the eyes of the Ahlul-Bayt:

Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Himyari says: “I and Ahmad ibn Ishaq were in the presence of Shaykh Abu Amr
(Uthman ibn Sa’id, the first of the four representatives). Ahmad ibn Ishaq gestured towards me to ask him
of the 12 Imam. I said: “O Abu Amr, I want to ask you of something but I am not doubtful about it
because my belief is that the Earth will never be empty of a hujjah until the fourty days left until the Day of

Judgment... T only ask to increase my sincerity like Prophet Ibrahim asked.

And Ibn Ishaq has told me that when he asked Imam Hadi who he should refer to and gain knowledge
from and accept his word, Imam Hadi replied: ‘Al-Amri is my confidant! And whatever he tells you, he is
speaking on my behalf. And whatever he delivers to you, he is delivering it on my behalf. So, listen to him

and obey because he is the trusted and reliable one for us.’

And when Ibn Ishaq asked Imam Askari a similar question, he said: ‘Al-Amri and his son are my
confidants. Whatever they say is on my behalf and whatever they convey is from me. Listen to them and

obey them for they are the trusted and reliable ones.’
These are the words of two Imams about you!
Upon hearing this, Abu Amr fell to sajdah and began to cry... He then said: ‘Ask what you want.” I said:

‘Have you seen the successor of Abu Muhammad?’ He said: “Yes by Allah, I have. And his necks looks like
this gesturing with his hand.’
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I'said: ‘One more thing...” He said: ‘Ask’ I said: “His name?’ He said: ‘It is forbidden for you to ask of it and
mention it. I do not say this from myself, for I do not have authority to forbid or command, rather it is

from him...””"

A Hidden Burial

His son took on his ghusl and kafn and dafn. He was buried in Baghdad beside a masjid. Shaykh Tusi says:
People only used to say about the grave that it belonged to “a righteous person” without knowing his true
role.

The Second Deputy: Muhammad ibn Uthman

He played this role during the years 267 A.H. to the year 305 A.H. Just in Baghdad, he worked with 10
representatives, let alone other cities.
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The letter to Muhammad ibn Uthman read: “T'o Allah we belong and to Allah we return. We submit to
his will and are pleased with his decree. Your father lived and and passed away with a good fate. May Allah
have mercy on him and have him join his masters and his beloved ones. He was constantly working for the
for them which brought him closer to Allah. May Allah be pleased with him and forgive his
shortcomings.... It was of the blessings of Allah to him that he granted your father a son like you who will
remain after him and take his place by the command of Allah and pray for his mercy... I say all praise
belongs to Allah for our hearts are pleased with your status and what Allah has blessed you with. May
Allah assist you and strengthen you and make you successful. May Allah be your guide, protector,

responder and assistant.”"®

Muhammad ibn Uthman Digs His Own Grave and Prepares for His Departure
The Third Deputy: Husayn ibn Ruh

He played this role for 21 years from 305 A.H. to 326 A.H. Although, there were close to ten different
representatives who Muhammad ibn Uthman worked with in Baghdad alone, Husayn ibn Ruh was
chosen for this role. One of them was Shalmaghani.

7 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 329
18 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 510

10



Husayn ibn Ruh was respected in both Shi’a and Sunni circles.

The Birth of Shaykh Sadug Through A Dua Requested by Husayn ibn Ruh:
Shaykh Saduq according to multiple narrations was born after his father requested the 12 Imam to pray
for his birth through Husayn ibn Ruh."”

The Secrecy of Husayn ibn Ruh:
When Abu Sahl Nawbakhti was asked why he wasn’t chosen as the deputy, he pointed out the secrecy of
Husayn ibn Ruh.?

The Fourth Deputy: Ali ibn Muhammad Samuri

The final deputy played his role for three years from 326 A.H. to 329 A.H. Six days before his passing, Ali
ibn Muhammad Samuri received a letter from the 12 Imam stating that he is not to appoint a successor
for himself. He passed away on the 15" of sha’baan of 329 hijri after three years of service. He was buried
in Bagdad near Masjid Baratha.

The Final Letter
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The letter to Ali ibn Muhammad al-Samuri read: “In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful.
O Ali ibn Muhammad al-Samuri, may Allah reward your brothers in the tragedy of losing you, for you will
pass away in the next six days. So gather your affairs and do not pass on your position to anyone for the
tull ghaybah has begun. There will be no appearance until Allah wills. And that will be after a long period
and after the hearts hearden and the worlds fills with injustice. And there will come to our Shi’a those who
will claim meeting with me/seeing me. Know that whoever claims this before the coming of Sufyani and
the Call, he is certainly a liar. And there is no power other than that of Allah...”21

The Letters of Imam Mahdi During Ghaybah al-Sughra

“Tawqi’” refers to sealing something. This term was used to refer to the letters of the Imams, sometimes

' Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 320
0 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 391
! Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 395
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preemptively, as well as at times oral messages.”

In works like Al-Ghaybah of Shaykh Tusi and Kamal al-Din, nearly 100 letters have been narrated. They
are mainly from the time of the second and third deputies. The time of wikalah of the first and fourth reps
was very limited.

Interestingly, most letters were also dated. A number of the tawqi’aat have acceptable chains and short
chains for that matter.

Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Himyari, wrote four books in collecting these tawqi’aat. Also, Muhammad ibn Isa
ibn Ubayd wrote “Tawqi’aat” that didn’t reach us. Multiple other scholars also did so, but we have lost
their books. So, we only have what other scholars have quoted from them, like Shaykh al-Tusi and Najashi.

Group Discussion: What topics were addressed in the tawqi’at and how would they know
that the letters were from the Imam?

Structure of The Letters

The letters could typically be written by the imam himself or by a secretary, but the letters written by 12*
Imam were mainly with his handwriting, which was similar to the handwriting of the 11" Imam.”

The main deputies were familiar with the Imam’s handwriting and his stamp. Quite often, the answer to a
letter was written within or under the original letter.

Topics of the Tawqi’aat

A: Religious and Political Matters

Beliefs of Tawhid, Nubuwwah, Imamabh, etc.
Emphasizing The Presence of A Hujjah On Earth
Disassociation from Ghulat

Forbidding From Determining A Time for Dhuhur

22 Kamal al-Din, 503
» Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 362, 366
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B: Letters for Appointing Representatives
C: Figh Rulings
We have 75 examples of such letters. Shaykh Tusi has said that the tawqi’aat are so many that he will only
mention a sample of them.*

D: Letters Containing Requests For Prayer

E: Letters Containing Knowledge of The Unseen

In some instances, when the authorities had begun infiltrating the structure of wikalah, spies would
approach the deputies and try to pass on wealth to them, waiting for them to accept. The deputies, having
been warned by the Imam, would reject this and act as if they were not aware of such things.”

In other instances, people carrying wealth to the Imam were miraculously guided and deputies would
approach them to receive their wealth without being notified.*

Interesting Points About The Tawqji’aat
One: On a Variety of Topics

Two: High Levels of Secrecy: That’s why when Kulayni mentions nearly 25 narrations on the birth of
Imam Mahdi, none of them have the actual name of the imam.

Three: The Deputies Were Not Primary Sources of Islamic Knowledge

Individuals Claiming Wikalah

Group Discussion: What beliefs did the ghulat usually promote during the time of the Ahlul-
Bayt that pushed them to take harsh stances against the ghulat?

** Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 285
5 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 525
*¢ Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 415
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Shari’i

A companion of Imam Hadi and Askari*” and the first to claim wikalah on behalf of the 12 Imam.

Ahmad ibn Hilal

Very religious. Performed hajj 54 times and carried a high status in narrating hadith before changing paths.
Part of the 40 companions who saw Imam Mahdi. Husayn ibn Ruh mentions him alongside Shalmaghani.
Three separate letters were written regarding him going astray.

Numayri:

Muhammad ibn Nusayr al-Numayri was the founder of the Nusayri school of thought. He claimed
wikalah during the time of the second deputy. He is said to be the founder of the Nusayri faith who seem
to be the root of today’s Alawites belief system. Hoewever, their belief system seems to have gone through
an evolution.

Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Bilal (Bilali)

Had issues with how the wakil of Imam Askari was dividing wealth. He used to work with Uthman ibn
S2’id. From the time of second deputy, he began his opposition. He argued with second deputy and they
both went to see the 12 Imam, but this still didn’t solve the problem.

Shalmaghani

Out of the other false wakils, he had the greatest influence and importance in the Shi’i school of thought.
His change of beliefs was a major issue for the Shi’a community as he used to be a source of knowledge for
them.

At one point, Shalmaghani called upon the third deputy to engage in mubahalah with him. This request
was ignored and he was later killed by the authorities for his heretical beliefs.**

The Letter Highlighting Multiple False Wakils
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7 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 398
% Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 307
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The letter to Husayn ibn Ruh read: “Let our followers know that we advise avoiding Shalmaghani and

protecting against him similar to how we advised this for those who were similar to him, namely Shari’i,
29

Numayri, Hilali, Bilali, and others...

The Political Situation and The Role of Scholars During Ghaybah Sughrah

The Establishment of the Buyid Government (332 - 448)

The establishment of the Buyid dynasty paved the way for Shi’a scholars to promote their teachings and
works. This was the first time ever where public displays of affection and mourning for the Ahlul-Bayt on
Ashura and Eid Ghadir were allowed.

The Establishment of the Fatimid Dynasty (297 - 567)

The Fatimid dynasty was established by Ubaydullah al-Mahdi by Ismai’li Shi’as. They played an important
role in growing libraries. They founded the University of Al-Azhar, in the name of Lady Fatimah al-
Zahra’. They took a similar approach to the Buyid dynasty when it came to Shi’i religious holidays and
displays.

Al- Kulayni (255 - 329)
His full name is Muhammad ibn Yaq’ub Kulayni. Author of the most prominent book of Shi’l hadith, Al-
Kafi. He was originally from Rayy. He travelled to Qum to hear hadith from scholars there. In the year

327, he travelled to Baghdad and passed away there.

Did Shaykh Kulayni present Al-Kafi to the fourth deputy for Imam Mahdi’s approval? Is the
phrase “Al-Kafi is sufficient for our Shi’a”attributed to Imam Mahdi authentic?

Ibn Babiwayh (Saduq al-Awwal) (2502 — 329)

His full name is Ali ibn Husayn ibn Babiwayh. He is the father of Shaykh Saduq. He lived in and passed
away in Qum. He wrote a number of works including Kitab al-Imamah wa al-Tabsirah min Al-Hayra.

» Thtijaj, vol. 2, 474
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Shaykh al-Saduq (305 - 381)

His full name is Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Babiwayh. He was the son of Ibn Babiwayh and he authored
many books of hadith. Today a large portion of our hadith corpus come from his works, including Al-
Faqih and Kamal al-Din. He grew up in Qum, travelled to Rayy, Mashhad, Nayshabur and Baghdad. He
eventually passed away in Rayy.

Shaykh al-Mufid (336 — 413)
His full name was Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Nu’man. He was a student of Shaykh Saduq. He

spent most of his life in Baghdad. He is the author of Al-Irshad and many other works. He was buried in
Kadhimain.

Sayyid al-Murtadha and Sayyid al-Radhi (355 - 436/359 - 406)

His full name was Ali ibn Husayn. He was known as a prominent theologian. He took on roles in the
Buyid dynasty and he was mainly based in Baghdad. He was buried in Kadhimain.

Shaykh al-Tusi (385 - 460)

His full name was Muhammad ibn Hasan. He is also referred to as the Shaykh Of the Shi’a school of
thought. He was an expert in multiple Islamic sciences. He lived in Baghdad until the year 447, where the

Mongol invasion took place. His private library was burnt to the ground. He then travelled to Najaf and
founded the hawzah of Najaf. He is the author of Al-Istibsar and Al-Tahdhib, two of the four main books
of Shi’l hadith. He was buried in Najaf near the entrance of the shrine in his own house.

Seeing The Imam Before and During Ghaybah al-Sughra

Group Discussion: Is it possible to see the 12" Imam and be in touch with him during the
following three times? Mention your reasoning as to why you think it is possible during each
period:

Before Ghaybah al-Sughra

During Ghaybah al-Sughra

During Ghaybah al-Kubra

16



Seeing The Imam Before Ghaybah

A: The Story of Sa’d bin Abdullah Qummi®:
B: The Story of Kamil ibn Ibrahim?":

Seeing the Imam during Ghaybah Sughra

A: Appearing to Ja’far Kadhab:

B: Appearing Near the Ka’bah on Multiple Occassions:*
C: The Story of Zuhri:*

D: Appearing to Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Mahzyar**

Is seeing the Imam during Ghaybah Kubra possible?

Proofs for Impossibility:

A: The Tawqi’ of Ali ibn Muhammad Samuri

Proofs for possibility:

A: We have narrations explaining a’maal to do so that you can see the 12 imam, even if none of them

come from early sources.

B: Narrations speaking of those who can meet the Imam:

30 Kamal al-Din, 454

3! Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 246
32 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 254
33 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 248
** Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 263

17
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First category: Narrations saying the imam has a small group of people who are in touch with him.

Second category: Stories in which scholars claimed to have met the Imam.

Conclusion:

Everyone agrees that no one can make the claim that he is in touch with the 12* Imam and is able to meet

or communicate with the Imam at his own convenience.

Movements Claiming to Be The Mahdi

Group Discussion: How did people tell if someone was the imam of their time? How can you tell
if someone is the 12 Imam?

Fatimids and Ubaydullah al-Mahdi:
Ahmadiyya:
Baha’iyyah:

Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Qahtani:

Ahmad al-Hasan and Abu Sadiq Abdullah Ibn Hashim:

18
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Identifying The Imam
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I asked Imam Sadiq: “What should we do during the time of ghaybah and the fate of the Imam is

unknown?” He said: “When someone makes this claim, ask him of things that only he (the Imam) would

be able to answer.”®

Awaiting the Dhuhur (Intidhaar) In Narrations

Different Terms on Awaiting Faraj

In narrations, different terms have been used to refer to the believer who awaits the reappearance of the 12

» «

Imam. “Awaiting This affair”, “Awaiting Our Qa’im”, “Expecting Faraj”, “Awaiting Faraj”, “Awaiting His
Reapperance” and “Awaiting The Twelfth” are some of these terms.

Awaiting Faraj, A General Concept

Important: There are narrations that are quite broad and general and refer to the idea of waiting in general
for God’s help to come. Other narrations specifically speak of the return of the 12* Imam.

Al ) 530 (el a1 il AT T 0 355 06 08 250 alle i3l Sl (i 2T 13 5

The Prophet said: “The greatest worship is awaiting faraj (convenience).”*

Understanding The Narrations Stating Awaiting Faraj Is A Part Faraj

g oAl bz (e o Dall el S gl (il G e le 6

Imam Sajjad said: “Awaiting the faraj is in itself the greatest form of faraj.””’

3 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 340
3¢ Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 287
% Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 319
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Group Discussion: What do the narrations mean when they say awaiting faraj is part of the

faraj itself?

Dissecting Intidhar and Awaiting The Dhuhur

Group Discussion: What does it mean to do await the faraj when it comes to Imam Mahdi?

A: Status of A Muntadhir

The Status of The Muntadhir
A: From Awliya’ Allah
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Imam Sadiq said: “O Abu Basir, good for the Shi’a of our qa’im, those who await his reappearance, those
who obey him when he appears. They are from the awliya’ of Allah who will have no fear or sadness (on

»38

Judgment Day).

B: Like The One Who Has Fought Alongside The 12* Imam
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I asked Imam Bagqir: “What should I do if T pass away before the time of the Qa’im?”He said: “Whoever

38 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 357
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amongst you says ‘If I were to meet the Qa’im, I would assist him” is like the one who has fought with him

with his sword. And martyrdom with the Qa’im is like two martyrdoms.”’

C: Like The One Who Is In The Imam’s Camp (Fustat)*
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Imam Sadiq said: “Whoever from you dies while he awaits this matter is like the one who is with the Qa’im
in his camp.” Then he paused and said: “Rather he is like the who fights along his side with his sword.”
Then he said: “No, by Allah, he is like the one who is martyred alongside the Messenger of Allah.”*!
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Imam Ridha said: “The one who gives from his wealth while he awaits our affair, if he meets the Qa’im, it
is like he fought with the Prophet at Badr and if he dies while waiting, he is like the one who will be with
the Qa’im in his camp like this.” And he brought together his two index fingers. And then he said: “Not

even like this.” And he brought together his middle and index finger and said: “For one is longer than the
other.”#

D: Like The One Who Has Dedicated His Life To Worship
E: Raised With The Ahlul-Bayt *
F: The Increased Reward of Worship During The Time of Ghaybah

o Jllialn 3 Eall e slay g ool b Ealal Juadl W S0 adle dif e Y G006 (LUK e (el
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3 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, 80
#0Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 644
“ Al-Mahasin, vol. 1, 174
2 Al-Kafi, vol. S, 22

8 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, 36
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Ammar al-Sabati narrates: “I asked Imam Sadiq: “Which worship is more valuable? Worshipping secretly
alongside an imam from the Ahlul-Bayt who is hidden during the reign of oppressive governments or
worshipping openly during the time of appearance of truth and an apparent imam from you?’

He said: ‘O Ammar, charity in secret is, by Allah, better than charity given publicly. Similarly the hidden
worship while you fear the oppressive governments with a hidden imam is better than worshipping Allah
in a time of governance of truth and justice. Never is the former like the latter.

Know that whoever amongst you prays one obligatory prayer in congregation in a hidden manner with its
etiquette while in taqiyyah, Allah will count for him fifty obligatory prayers in congregation...”

After hearing the magnified rewards, I asked: ‘May I be your ransom, you have made eager to worship and
encouraged me, but I want to know how have we become greater than the companions of the Imam
during the time of the governance of truth, while we have the same faith system.” He said: ‘It is because
you have preceeded them in embracing the faith, praying, fasting, performing hajj and every other good
deed, understanding the religion while being in fear and following your hidden imam, while you obey him
and are patiently awaiting the governance of truth... This is why Allah has multiplied your rewards, so
good for you!”.

I'said: ‘My master, if that is the case, should we not wish for the governance of truth while we have a
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greater status as we function under your authority?’ He said: ‘Subhanallah! Do you not love for Allah to
bring about truth and justice in the world and for him to bring affairs together and connect the hearts,
while he is not disobeyed, until truth prevails all and none of it is hidden. Know by Allah O Ammar, none
of you will pass away in this state except that he has a greater status in the eyes of Allah compare to many
of the martyrs of Badr and Uhud. Glad tidings!””*
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The Prophet said in his will: “O Ali, Know that the greatest people in faith and the highest in certainty is a
group of people who will appear in the end of times. They have never met the Prophet and their hujjah is
hidden from them. They believed in a blackness upon whiteness. (They believed in writings with black ink

upon empty pages, i.e. whiteness.)”*

B: Patiently Awaiting The Dhuhur

Awaiting Faraj Morning and Night
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Imam Sadiq said: “The closest that this group will be to their lord is when their hujjah is hidden from them
and they don’t know where he is, and during that time they are certain and sure that Allah’s hujjah exists

still. At that time, await the faraj every morning and evening...”*

Do Not Be In A Hurry
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4 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 333
# Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 288
“ Al-Ghaybah li al-Nu’mani, vol. 1, 161
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Imam Sadiq said about the verse of the Quran that states: “The command of Allah is coming, so do not rush
it.”¥’: “The verse refers to our affair and that one should not rush it until Allah assists it with three of his

armies, namely the angels, the believers and fear (in the hearts of tyrants)...”*

The Hurrying of People Does Not Change Allah’s Plans
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Fadhl al-Katib says: “I was with Imam Sadiq when he received the letter of Abu Muslim. The Imam
responded firmly: “There is no response for this letter. Leave us.” We began whispering quietly to each
other. He said: “What are you speaking about O Fadhl? Certainly Allah does not hurry due to the rushing
of his servants. And certainly the moving of a mountain from its place is easier than the perishing of a
kingdom whose time of death has not come.’...I asked: ‘So, what is the sign between us and you (indicating
the time of the governance of truth)?’ He said: ‘O Fadhl, do not move from your place until Sufyani
appears. When he appears, respond to our call.” He said it three times. He added: ‘And the Sufyani is from

the definite signs’.”*

C: Perseverance

Difficulty of Practicing the Faith (Like palming coal or thorns)
Difficulty of Practicing During The Occultation

O e 5 0 el (il 2an 0 il o 1 AT 228 0 i i s 330 0 sl 5 3 5 20
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Yaman al-Tammar says: “We were with Imam Sadiq and he said to us: ‘Surely the owner of this affair will
have an occultation. During that time, the one who holds on to his faith will be like the one who holds
with bare hands the thorns of qatad.” He then said: ‘Like I show with my hands. So, which of you will
palm thorns with his bare hands?” Then he paused for a while and said: ‘Surely the owner of this affair will
have an occultation. During it, a servant should fear Allah and hold firm to his faith’.”>

¥ The Quran, surah 16, verse 1

“ Al-Ghaybah li al-Nu’mani, vol. 1, 198
# Al-Kafi, vol. 8, 274

0 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 335
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The Difficulty of The Shi’a During Ghaybah
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Imam Hadi said: “Our qa’im will have a long occultation. It’s as if I see the Shi’a are lost like cattle during
this time. They search for a place of grazing, but don’t find it. Beware, whoever amongst them stays firm in
his faith and does not allow his heart to harden during the long occultation of his imam, will be with me at
my level on Judgment Day.” Then he added: “Surely, when our Qa’im rises, he will not carry bay’ah to

anyone. This is why his birth is hidden and he is not seen.”!

D: Preparing the Grounds for His Return
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Imam Bagqjr said: “I’s as if I can see a group of people, they revolt in the east. They demand the truth, but
they are not given it. They do so again and they are rejected again. When they see this, they take on their
swords until they are given their demands. They do not accept and they begin a movement that they only
pass on to your master. Those of them who are killed are martyrs. If I was present at that time, I would

prepare and preserve myself for the owner of this affair.”>
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Imam Sadiq said: “You should prepare for the movement of the Qa’im, even by preparing one single arrow.

Because surely when Allah sees that in your intention, my hope is that he will prolong your life until that

time and you become one of his helpers and assistors.”>*

51 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 303
52 Al-Ghaybah li al-Nu’mani, vol.1, 273
53 Al-Ghaybah li al-Nu’mani, vol 1, 320
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Political Philosophy of The Shi’a During Ghaybah

Two Main Opinions

One: There is a need to prepare for the imam and that preparation is amongst other things through
establishing a government when possible.

Two: Establishing governments is only for the time of hudhur (presence of an imam)

Group Discussion: What is wilayatul faqih and what are the different opinions you have
heard about it?

Narrations Saying “Any Movement Before The Mahdi Will Be Defeated”

Fadhl al-Katib says: “I was with Imam Sadiq when he received the letter of Abu Muslim. The Imam
responded firmly: “There is no response for this letter. Leave us.” We began whispering quietly to each
other. He said: “What are you speaking about O Fadhl? Certainly Allah does not hurry due to the rushing
of his servants. And certainly the moving of a mountain from its place is easier than the perishing of a
kingdom whose time of death has not come.’... Lasked: ‘So, what is the sign between us and you

(indicating the time of the governance of truth)?” He said: ‘O Fadhl, do not move from your place until

Sufyani appears. When he appears, respond to our call.” He said it three times. He added: ‘And the Sufyani

is from the definite signs’.”%*

Group Discussion: How would you understand such narrations?

>+ Al-Kafi, vol. 8, 274

26



9,
}ZA

INSTITUTE

G-
O o®
W

A: They seem to be pointing to the idea of telling the companions that they shouldn’t join a movement
during their lives, not that this command extends to those will come after them.

B: A number of them indicate that any revolutions done by Ahlul-Bayt will not be successtul, not by
others.

C: There are narrations praising some of the movements that happen before the Imam appears
like the narrations on the people of Qum and the narrations of Yamani and His Army.

D: Goes against the teachings of Quran and Hadith on Forbidding The Evil

E: Goes against verses indicating that Muslims to fight to bring freedom to others

E: Praying for Dhuhur

The Ahlul-Bayt Prayed For The Dhuhur
We have duas attributed to eight imams for Imam Mahdi’s reappearance.

Dua of Imam Mahdi for His Own Dhuhur
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Abdullah ibn Ja’far Himyari says: “I asked the second deputy: ‘Have you seen the owner of this affair?’ He
said: ‘Yes, and the final time I saw him was in Masjid al-Haram while he was saying: ‘O Allah, fulfill your

promise to me’.””*

The Approach of Scholars On The Authenticity of Duas and Ziyarahs

As a general principle, Shi’a scholars have not applied strict standards to the narrations of duas and
ziyarahs. These texts were seen as a way to connect with Allah and or show respect and affection to the
Prophet’s family.

However, if a dua or ziyarah is going to be used as a reference for fighi or aqa’idi debates, it needs to meet
strict standards, such as being quoted by early sources, having a full chain, reliable narrators, etc.

55 Al-Faqih, vol. 2, 520
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Example: Proving Raj’ah Through Dua al-Ahd

Duas to Be Recited During Ghaybah

There are multiple duas recommended to be recited during the time of ghaybah. Some are recommended
for any time, such as dua faraj and other recommended for particular times such as Friday, Ramadhan,
Eids, 15" Sha’ban etc.

Group Discussion: List all of the duas and ziyarahs that are recommended to be recited

during the time of ghaybah.

Dua Al-Nudbah

The Source, Chain and Content of Dua Nudbah:

Dua Al-Iftitah

The Source, Chain and Content of Du’a Iftitah:
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Dua Allahumma Kun Liwaliyyika*®
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This dua is also narrated in Tahdhib al-Ahkaam, one of our earliest sources of hadith.

Dua Al-Faraj”’
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This dua does not have a full chain. The earliest source for this dua is Tabrisi, who lived in the sixth
century. Misbah of al-kaf’ami and Jamal al-Usbu’ of Ibn Tawus have also narrated this dua.

Dua Al-Ghariq®®
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>¢ Al-Kafi, vol. 4, 162
57 Al-Misbah li al-Kaf’ami, vol. 1, 176
58 Al-Tabsirah, vol. 1, 127; Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 348; Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 351
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Dua Al-‘Ahd
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Promises made for reciting these duas. One of the duas promises that whoever recites it for 40 days will be
amongst the companions of the 12" Imam. And if he passes away before his reappearance, he will be risen
from his grave for it. And Allah will grant him a thousand good deeds and remove a thousand sins from him
from for every word of this dua.”” Or that whoever recites this dua will see Imam Mahdi either while asleep
or while awake before he dies.®

The earliest source for this dua is Kitab Atiq of Gharawi of the fifth century, which Allamah Majlisi narrates
from.

Dua Al-Ma’rifah®
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Zurarah says I asked Imam Sadiq: “If I were present during the time of occultation, what should I do?” He
said: “O Zurarah, if you are present during that time, supplicate by reciting this dua: ‘O Allah, grant me
knowledge of yourself, for if you do not do so, I will not have knowledge of your Prophet. O Allah, grant
me knowledge of your Prophet, for if you do not do so, I will have not have knowledge of your hujjah. O
Allah, grant me knowledge of your hujjah, for if you do not do so, I will be misguided from my faith and

religion.”... 7

Group Discussion: What is the meaning of Dua al-Ma’rifah?

> Misbah al-Za’ir, 1, 454
@ Tkhtiyar al-Misbah, Ibn Baqi, vol. 2, 504
¢! Al-Ghyabah li al-Nu’mani, vol. 1, 166
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The Practice of Writing Aridhas
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Group Discussion: What is aridhah? What do you do with it? And where should it be
placed?

Ziyarahs Dedicated to Imam Mahdi: Ziyarah Aal Yasin

Narrated by Al-Mazar Al-Kabir of Ibn Mashhadi of the 7* century, as well as Ihtijaj of Tabrasi and Misbah
al-Za’ir of Ibn Tawus. The chain of Thtijaj is mursal (disconnected). The chain in al-Mazar al-Kabir is

connected, but uknown names exist in it.

The Content of Ziyarah Ale Yasin:

Ziyarahs Narrated from Imam Mahdi: Ziyarah Nahiyah

There are multiple ziyarahs narrated from the 12" Imam when visiting the shrine of Imam Husayn and
Imam Ali. Hence, these ziyarahs were given the titile ziyarah nahiyah, meaning they were narrated from
the nahiyah muqaddasah i.e., the holy source or holy direction. This term was used by the Shi’a to refer to
the imams of their time in the form of tagiyyah.

The chain of narration for this ziyarah is not complete. Therefore, it cannot be referenced for aqa’idi
matters, but can be used as an expression of grief over the tragedies of Karbala...

Share Your Feedback!
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