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In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

Preparing the Shi’a for the Occultation 

One: Two Types of Presence of Imams 

Two: Examples of Ghaybah Amongst Prophets 

Discussion: Which previous prophets of God who were sent to their people, left them for a period of time? 

Three: Speaking of The Specifics of The Occultation 

A: When It Will Start 

 ھِیَْلعَ اضَرِّللِ تُلُْق :لَاَق تِلَّْصلَا نِبْ نِاَّیَّرلَا نِعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ مَیھِارَبِْإ نُبْ ُّيلِعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ ُّينِاَدمَھَلَْا رٍَفعْجَ نِبْ دِاَیزِ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ اَنَثَّدحَ
 ىرََت امَ ىَلعَ كَلَِذ نُوكَُأ فَیْكَ وًَ اروْجَ تَْئلِمُ امَكًَ لادْعَ اھَؤَُلمَْأ يذَِّلاِب تُسَْل يِّنكَِل وَ رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَ بُحِاصَ اَنَأ لَاَقَف رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَ بُحِاصَ تَنَْأ مَُلاَّسلا
 ىَلعٍَ ةرَجَشَ مِظَعَْأ ىَلِإُ هَدَی َّدمَ وَْل ىَّتحَ ھِِنَدَب يِفً اّیوَِق نِاَّبُّشلَا رِظَنْمَ وَِ خوُیُّشلَا نِّسِ يِف نَاكَ جَرَخَ اَذِإ يذَِّلَا وَھُ مَئِاَقلَْا َّنِإ وَ يِنَدَب فِعْضَ نْمِ
 نْمِ عُبِاَّرلَا كَاَذ مَُلاَّسلَا امَھِیَْلعَ نَامَیَْلسُ مَُتاخَ وَ ىسَومُ اصَعَُ ھَعمَ نُوكَُی اھَرُوخُصُ تْكََدكَْدَتَل لِاَبجِلَْا نَیَْب حَاصَ وَْل وَ اھََعَلَقَل ضِرَْلأَْا ھِجْوَ
 .ً املْظُ وًَ اروْجَ تَْئلِمُ امَكًَ لادْعَ وًَ اطسِْق ضَرَْلأَْا ھِِبُ لأَمَْیَفُ هرُھِظُْی َّمُث ءَاشَ امَ هِرِْتسِ يِفُ ََّ?ُ ھُبِّیَغُی يدِلْوُ

Rayyan ibn Salt says: “I asked Imam Ridha: ‘Are you the owner of this affair?’ He said: ‘I am the owner of 
this affair, but I am not the one who will fill the Earth with justice after it has been filled with oppression. 
How could it be me with the weakness in my body. Certainly the qai’m is the who will be of old age, but 
appear as a young strong man such that if he reached out to any tree on earth, he would pluck it from the 
Earth. And if he shouts between mountains, the stones of the mountains would implode. He has with him 
the staff of Moses and the ring of Sulayman. He is the fourth of my children. God will hide him until he 
wills. He will fill the world with justice as it has become filled with oppression and injustice.’”1 

1 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 367 
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B: Being two parts 

Four: Speaking of The Difficulties of Ghaybah 

The Time of Ghaybah vs The End of Times 

 نِبْ سَُنوُی نْعَِ يّدِنْسِّلَا نِبِْ حلِاصَ نْعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ مٍشِاھَ نِبْ مَیھِارَبِْإ نُبْ ُّيلِعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ ُّينِاَدمَھَلَْا رٍَفعْجَ نِبْ دِاَیزِ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ اَنَثَّدحَ
 وَ قِّحَلْاِب مُئِاَقلَْا اَنَأ لَاَقَف قِّحَلْاِب مُئِاَقلَْا تَنَْأِ ََّ? لِوسُرَ نَبِْا اَیُ ھَل تُلُْقَف مَُلاَّسلا امَھِیَْلعَ رٍَفعْجَ نِبْ ىسَومُ ىَلعَ تُلْخََد :لَاَق نِمَحَّْرلَا دِبْعَ
 اھَُدمََأ لُوطَُیٌ ةَبیْغَُ ھَل يدِلْوُ نْمِ سُمِاخَلَْا وَھًُ املْظُ وًَ اروْجَ تَْئلِمُ امَكًَ لادْعَ اھَؤَُلمَْی وَ َّلجَ وَ َّزعَِ ََّ? ءِاَدعَْأ نْمِ ضَرَْلأَْا رُھِّطَُی يذَِّلَا مَئِاَقلَْا َّنكَِل

 ىَلعَ نَیِتبِاَّثلَا اَنمِئِاَق ةَِبیْغَ يِف اَنلِبْحَِب نَیكِسِّمََتمُلَْا اَنِتَعیشِلِ ىَبوطُ مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ لَاَق َّمُث نَورُخَآ اھَیِف تُُبْثَی وَ مٌاوَقَْأ اھَیِف ُّدَترَْی ھِسِفَْن ىَلعًَ افوْخَ
 يِف اَنَعمَِ ََّ? وَ مْھُ وَ مْھَُل ىَبوطُ َّمُث مْھَُل ىَبوطَُفً ةَعیشِ مْھِِب اَنیضِرَ وًَ ةَّمِئَأ اَنِب اوضُرَ دَْق مْھُنْمِ نُحَْن وَ اَّنمِ كَِئَلوُأ اَنئِاَدعَْأ نْمِ ِةءَارََبلَْا وَ اَنِتَلااوَمُ
 . ةِمَاَیقِلَْا مَوَْی اَنتِاجَرََد

Imam Kadhim said: “… Good for our Shia, those who hold on to our rope during the time of ghaybah of 
our qa’im, those who remain steadfast in our love and disassociate from our enemies. They are from us and 
we are from them. They have chosen us as leaders and we have chosen them as followers. Good for them! 
Good for them! And surely they will be with us on Judgment Day!”2 

A: People will be lost during it. 

 ھِمِّعَ نْعَ ُّيعِخََّنلَا نَارَمْعِ نُبْ ىسَومُ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيِفوكُلَْاِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَأ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ لِكِّوََتمُلَْا نِبْ ىسَومُ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ
 ىَّلصَِ ََّ? لُوسُرَ لَاَق لَاَق سٍاَّبعَ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَ رٍیَْبجُ نِبْ دِیعِسَ نْعََ ةزَمْحَ يِبَأ نْعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ مٍلِاسَ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نِبْ نِسَحَلَْا نِعََ دیزَِی نِبْ نِیْسَحُلَْا

ً امامَِإُ ھَلَعجََفً اّیلِعَ اھَنْمِ رَاَتخْاَفَ ةَینِاَّثلَا عََلَّطِا َّمُثً اّیِبَن يِنَلَعجََف اھَنْمِ يِنرَاَتخْاَفً ةعََلاطِِّا ضِرَْلأَْا ىَلِإ عََلَّطِا ىَلاَعَت وَ كَرَاَبَتَ ََّ? َّنِإ : ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ?
 َّنِإ وََ لاَأ نِیْسَحُلَْا وَ نِسَحَلَْا َّيطَبْسِ وُبَأ وَ يِتَنبِْا جُوْزَ وَھُ وٍَ يّلِعَ نْمِ اَنَأ وَ يِّنمِ ٌّيلَِعَفً اریزِوَ وًَ ةَفیلِخَ وًَ اّیصِوَ وًَ اّیلِوَ وًَ اخَأُ هَذخَِّتَأ نَْأ يِنرَمََأ َّمُث

 مُئِاَق مْھُنْمِ عُسِاَّتلَا يِتَّیصِوَ نَوظَُفحَْی وَ يرِمَْأِب نَومُوُقَیً ةَّمِئَأ نِیْسَحُلَْا بِلْصُ نْمِ لََعجَ وَ هِدِاَبعِ ىَلعًَ اججَحُ مْھُاَّیِإ وَ يِنَلَعجَ ىَلاَعَت وَ كَرَاَبَتَ ََّ?
ِ ََّ? نَیدِ رُھِظُْی وَِ ََّ? رَمَْأ نُلِعُْیَف ةٍَّلضِمُ ٍةرَیْحَ وَ ةٍَلیوِطَ ةٍَبیْغََ دعَْب رُھَظَْی - ھِلِاَعفَْأ وَ ھِلِاوَقَْأ وَ ھِلِئِامَشَ يِف يِب سِاَّنلَاُ ھَبشَْأ يِتَّمُأ ُّيدِھْمَ وَ يِتیَْب لِھَْأ

 ً.املْظُ وًَ اروْجَ تَْئلِمُ امَكًَ لادْعَ وًَ اطسِْق ضَرَْلأَْاُ لأَمَْیَفِ ََّ? ةِكَِئَلامَِب رُصُنَْی وَِ ََّ? رِصَْنِبُ دَّیؤَُی َّزعَ وَ َّلجَ

The Prophet said: “… Allah has chosen from the lineage of Husayn imams who will uphold my affair and  
preserve my will. The ninth of them is the qa’im of the Ahlul-Bayt, the Mahdi of my ummah. He 
resembles me the most in his appearance, speech and actions. He will appear after a long ghaybah and 
confusion that is misleading. He will announce the affair of Allah and manifest the religion of Allah, with 
God’s help and the help of the angels of God.”3 

B: Losing Hope In The Imam 

 دٍاَّمحَ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَ مٍشِاھَ نِبْ مَیھِارَبِْإ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ مَیھِارَبِْإ نُبْ ُّيلِعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ لِكِّوََتمُلَْا نِبْ ىسَومُ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ
 اَبَأ اَی يلِ لَاَق :لَاَق مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ رِِقاَبلَْاٍ يّلِعَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ رٍَفعْجَ يِبَأ نْعَ رِذِنْمُلَْا نِبْ دِاَیزِ دِورُاجَلَْا يِبَأ نْعًَ اعیمِجَ نٍاَنسِ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ وَِ يّرِاصَنَْلأَْا

2 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 361 
3 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 257 
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ُ هوجُرْاَف كَلَِذَ دنْعَِفُ ھمُاظَعِ تَْیلُِب دَْق وَ كَلَِذ نُوكَُی ىَّنَأ بُلِاَّطلَا لَاَق وَ كََلسَ دٍاوَِ يَّأِب كََلھَ وَْأ مُئِاَقلَْا تَامَ سُاَّنلَا لَاَق وَ كَُلَفلَْا تِرَاَد اَذِإ دِورُاجَلَْا
 .ِ جلَّْثلَا ىَلعًَ اوبْحَ وَْل وَُ هوُتْأَف ھِِب مُْتعْمِسَ اَذِإَف

Imam Baqir said: “O Abu al-Jarud, when time passes and people say the qai’m has died or has been killed, 
and they question his fate, and the one who awaits him says: ‘When will it happen?!’ and the calamity 
becomes great, at that point, have hope in the dhuhur. When you hear of it, rush to it even if you have to 
walk through ice and snow.”4 

 نَارَھْمِ نِبْ نَاوَفْصَ نْعَ رٍیْمَعُ يِبَأ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نْعَ مٍشِاھَ نِبْ مَیھِارَبِْإ نْعَ يِبَأ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ رُاَّطَعلَْا ىَیحَْی نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ اَنَثَّدحَ
 َّمُثٌ ةجَاحَ دٍَّمحَمُ لِآ يِفِ َِّ� امَ مْكُنْمِ لُھِاجَلَْا لَوُقَی ىَّتحَ مْكُُّیدِھْمَ مْكُنْعَ َّنَبیغَِیَلِ ََّ? وَ امََأ : مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ دٍَّمحَمُ نُبْ رَُفعْجَ قُدِاَّصلَا لَاَق لَاَق لِاَّمجَلَْا
 ً.املْظُ وًَ اروْجَ تَْئلِمُ امَكًَ اطسِْق وًَ لادْعَ اھَؤَُلمَْیَف بِِقاَّثلَا بِاھَشِّلاكَ لُِبقُْی

Imam Sadiq said: “By Allah, your Mahdi will disappear from you until the ignorant amongst you says: 
‘Allah has nothing to do with this family!!’ Then he will appear as piercing star, and will fill the world with 
justice as it has been filled with injustice.”5 

C: Being Mocked and Tested 

 نُاَدمْحَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيرِوُباسَیَّْنلَاَ ةَبیَْتُق نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ ُّيلِعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ رُاَّطَعلَْا ]سٍوُدبْعُ نِبْ[ سودبعلا دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ دِحِاوَلَْاُ دبْعَ اَنَثَّدحَ
ُ هرُمَْأ ٌّيلِعَ يِنبِْا يدِعَْب مَامَلإَِْا َّنِإ :لُوُقَی مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ اضَرِّلَاٍ يّلِعَ نَبَْ دَّمحَمُ رٍَفعْجَ اَبَأ تُعْمِسَ لَاَق فََلُد يِبَأ نُبْ رُقَّْصلَا اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق نَامَیَْلسُ نُبْ
 نَبِْا اَی تُلُْقَف تَكَسَ َّمُث ھِیِبَأُ ةعَاطَُ ھُتعَاطَ وَ ھِیِبَأ لُوَْقُ ھُلوَْق وَ ھِیِبَأ رُمَْأُ هرُمَْأ نُسَحَلَْاُ ھُنبِْاُ هَدعَْب مُامَلإَِْا وَ يِتعَاطَُ ھُتعَاطَ وَ يلِوَْقُ ھُلوَْق وَ يرِمَْأ

 لِوسُرَ نَبِْا اَیُ ھَل تُلُْقَف رَظََتنْمُلَْا قِّحَلْاِب مَئِاَقلَْاُ ھَنبِْا نِسَحَلَْا دِعَْب نْمِ َّنِإ لَاَق َّمُثً ادیدِشَ ءًاكَُب مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ ىكََبَف نِسَحَلَْاَ دعَْب مُامَلإَِْا نِمََفِ ََّ? لِوسُرَ
 وَ اھَمُاَّیَأ رُُثكَْیً ةَبیْغَُ ھَل َّنَلأِ لَاَق رَظََتنْمُلَْا يَمِّسُ مَلِ وَُ ھَل تُلُْقَف ھِِتمَامَِإِب نَیلِئِاَقلَْا رَِثكَْأ دِاَدِترِْا وَ هِرِكْذِ تِوْمََ دعَْب مُوُقَیُ ھَّنَلأِ لَاَق مَئِاَقلَْا يَمِّسُ مَلِِ ََّ?

 نَوُلجِعَْتسْمُلَْا اھَیِف كُلِھَْی وَ نَوُتاَّقوَلَْا اھَیِف بُذِكَْی وَ نَوُدحِاجَلَْا هِرِكْذِِب ئُزِھَْتسَْی وَ نَوُباَترْمُلَْاُ هرُكِنُْی وَ نَوصُلِخْمُلَْاُ ھجَورُخُ رُظَِتنَْیَف اھَُدمََأ لُوطَُی
 . نَومُلِسْمُلَْا اھَیِف وجُنَْی وَ

When Imam Ridha was asked why the Mahdi is called the muntadhar, the awaited one, he said: “Because 
he will have an occultation of many days and a long period. During this time, the truly faithful will await 
him and the doubtful will deny him, and the rejectors will mock this belief, and those who appoint a time 
for it will be liars…”6 

 . ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ? ىَّلصَِ ََّ? لِوسُرَ يَْدَی نَیَْب فِیَّْسلاِب دِھِاجَمُلَْا ةَِلزِنْمَِب بِیذِكَّْتلَا وَ ىَذَلأَْا ىَلعَ ھِِتَبیْغَ يِف رَبِاَّصلَا َّنِإ امََأ

Imam Ridha said: “Know that the one who is patient during his occultation with the trouble and rejection 
is like the one who fought with the Prophet with his sword.”7 

D: Disputes and Disagreements 

 تَْلاَق لٍیَْفُن تِنِْبَ ةرَیمِعَ نْعَِ يّرِمِاَعلَْا كٍیرِشَ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَ ِةرَیغِمُلَْا يِبَأ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نْعَ رٍاَّمعَ يِبَأ نْعََ ةَلَبجَ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَُ ھنْعَ وَ
 وًَ اضعَْب مْكُضُعَْب نََعلَْی وَ ضٍعَْب نْمِ مْكُضُعَْبَ أرَبَْی ىَّتحَ نَورُظَِتنَْت يذَِّلَا رُمَْلأَْا اَذھَ نُوكَُیَ لا :لُوُقَی مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعٍَ يّلِعَ نَبْ نَسَحَلَْا تُعْمِسَ

4 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 326 
5 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 378 
6 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 378 
7 Uyun, vol 1, 68 
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 كَلَِذَ دنْعِ كَلَِذ يِفُ ھُّلكُ رُیْخَلَْا لَاَق رٌیْخَ كَلَِذ يِف امَ تُلُْق ضٍعَْب ىَلعَ رِفْكُلْاِب مْكُضُعَْبَ دھَشَْی ىَّتحَ وَ ضٍعَْب ھِجْوَ يِف مْكُضُعَْب لَُفْتَی
 .ُ ھَّلكُ كَلَِذ عَُفرَْیَف اَنمُئِاَق مُوُقَی

Imam Hasan said: “This affair will not take place until you disassociate from one another, and curse one 
another and disrespect each other and accuse each other of kufr. I said: ‘There is no good in this.’ He said: 
‘All of goodness lies in this. At that time, our qa’im will rise and remove all of this.’”8 

The Wisdom Behind Occultation 

Group Discussion: From your perspective, what is the wisdom behind the occultation? 

One: A Reason That Will Only Be Unveiled After Dhuhur 

 نُبْ نُاَدمْحَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيرِوُباسَیَّْنلَاَ ةَبیَْتُق نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ ُّيلِعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ََّ?ُ ھمَحِرَ رُاَّطَعلَْا ُّيرِوُباسَیَّْنلَا سٍوُدبْعُ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ دِحِاوَلَْاُ دبْعَ اَنَثَّدحَ
 دٍَّمحَمُ نَبْ رََفعْجَ قَدِاَّصلَا تُعْمِسَ لَاَقِ يّمِشِاھَلَْا لِضَْفلَْا نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَ ُّيِنئِاَدمَلَْا رٍَفعْجَ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيرِوُباسَیَّْنلَا نَامَیَْلسُ
 ھِفِشْكَ يِف اَنَل نَْذؤُْی مَْل رٍمَْلأِ لَاَق كَاَدِف تُلْعِجُ مَلِ وَُ ھَل تُلُْقَف لٍطِبْمُ ُّلكُ اھَیِف بُاَترَْی اھَنْمِ َّدُبَ لاً ةَبیْغَ رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَ بِحِاصَلِ َّنِإ :لُوُقَی مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ
 ةِمَكْحِلَْاَ ھجْوَ َّنِإُ هرُكْذِ ىَلاَعَتِ ََّ?ِ ججَحُ نْمُِ ھمََّدَقَت نْمَ تِاَبیْغَ يِف ةِمَكْحِلَْاُ ھجْوَ ھِِتَبیْغَ يِف ةِمَكْحِلَْاُ ھجْوَ لَاَق ھِِتَبیْغَ يِف ةِمَكْحِلَْاُ ھجْوَ امََف تُلُْق مْكَُل
 مَِلاُغلَْا لِْتَق وَ ةَِنیفَِّسلَا قِرْخَ نْمِ مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ رُضِخَلَْاُ هاَتَأ اَّمَل ةِمَكْحِلَْاُ ھجْوَ فُشِكَنَْیَ لا امَكَ هِرِوھُظَُ دعَْب َّلاِإ فُشِكَنَْیَ لا كَلَِذ يِف
 وَِ ََّ? بِیْغَ نْمِ بٌیْغَ وَِ ََّ? رِّسِ نْمِ ٌّرسِ وَِ ََّ? رِمَْأ نْمِ رٌمَْأ رَمَْلأَْا اَذھَ َّنِإ لِضَْفلَْا نَبِْا اَی امَھِِقارَِتفِْا تَقْوَ َّلاِإ مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ ىسَومُلِ رِاَدجِلَْا ةِمَاَقِإ وَ
. اَنَل فٍشِكَنْمُ رَیْغَ اھَھُجْوَ نَاكَ نِْإ وٌَ ةمَكْحِ اھََّلكُُ ھَلاَعفَْأ َّنَأِب اَنقَّْدصَ مٌیكِحَ َّلجَ وَ َّزعَُ ھَّنَأ اَنمْلِعَ ىَتمَ

I asked Imam Sadiq of the reason for the occultation, he said: He said: “The same wisdom as the other 
proofs of God leaving their people. The wisdom will only become clear after dhuhur. The same way the 
wisdom of the actions of Khidr when it came to piercing the ship, killing the young man and repairing the 
wall until after he separated from Musa. O Ibn al-Fadhl, surely this matter is of the affairs of Allah, and a 
secret from the secrets of Allah and an unseen matter from the unseen matters of Allah. When we know 
that Allah is wise, we believe that his actions are all wise, even if the wisdom is hidden to us.”9 

8 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 1, 437 
9 Ilal al-Sharayi’, vol. 1, 245 
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Two: Giving All Governments An Opportunity To Rule 

 مْھَُل تٍیَْب لُھَْأ قَبَْی نَْل وَ لِوَُّدلَا رُخِآ اَنُتَلوَْد :لَاَق مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ رٍَفعْجَ يِبَأ نْعَ قٍدِاصَ يِبَأ نْعَِ يّرِیرِجَلَْا نَاَیفْسُ نْعَ مِكَحَلَْا نِبِْ يّلِعَ نْعَُ ھنْعَ
ّلمُ َّلاِإٌ ةَلوَْد ّلمُ اَذِإ اَنَترَیسِ اوَْأرَ اَذِإ اوُلوُقَی َّلاَئلِ اَنَلبَْق اوكُِ  .  نَیقَِّتمُلْلُِ ةَبِقاعٰلَْا وَ :َّلجَ وَ َّزعَِ ََّ? لُوَْق وَھُ وَ ءَِلاؤُھَ ِةرَیسِ لَْثمِ اَنرْسِ اَنكِْ

Imam Baqir said: “Our government is the final government. And there is no family who has been destined 
to lead unless they do so before us. So that they no longer have the chance to claim after witnessing our 
governance that if they were in charge, they would govern like the Ahlul-Bayt. And this is what the verse  
‘And final victory belongs to the God weary’ refers to.”10 

Three: A Test For The Masses 

 اوُلَبرَْغُت َّمُث اوُلَبرَْغُت ىَّتحَ اَنجُرََف نُوكَُیَ لا تَاھَیْھَ تَاھَیْھَ لَاَقَف مْكُجُرََف نُوكَُی ىَتمَ مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ رٍَفعْجَ يِبَلأِ تُلُْق :لَاَقِ يّفِعْجُلَْا رٍبِاجَ نْعَ يَوِرُ وَ
 . وَفَّْصلَا يَقِبُْی وَ رَدِكَلَْا ]ىَلاَعَتُ ََّ?[ بَھِذُْی ىَّتحًَ اثَلاَث اھَُلوُقَی اوُلَبرَْغُت َّمُث

Imam Baqir said: “Never, never will our faraj occur until you are filtered, and filtered and filtered. Until 
Allah removes the impure and keeps the pure.”11 

Four: Not Carrying Any Bay’ah 

 نُبْ مِیظَِعلَْاُ دبْعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيمَِدلآَْا دٍاَیزِ نُبْ لُھْسَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيِفوكُلَْا رٍَفعْجَ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ ُّينِاَبیَّْشلَاَ دمَحَْأ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ
 مُھِیَْلعَ بٍلِاطَ يِبَأ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نِبْ نِیْسَحُلَْا نِبِْ يّلِعَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نِبْ رَِفعْجَ نِبْ ىسَومُ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نْعَُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ ُّيِنسَحَلَْاِ ََّ? دِبْعَ
 ھِِتَبیْغَ يِف مَِعَّنلَا نََلاوَجَ نَوُلوجَُی ةَِعیشِّلاِب يِّنَأكَ لٌیوِطَ اھَُدمََأٌ ةَبیْغَ اَّنمِ مِئِاَقلْلِ: لَاَق مَُلاَّسلَا مُھِیَْلعَ نَیِنمِؤْمُلَْا رِیمَِأ نْعَ ھِئِاَبآ نْعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ مَُلاَّسلَا
 ھِیَْلعَ لَاَق َّمُث ةِمَاَیقِلَْا مَوَْی يِتجَرََد يِف يعِمَ وَھَُف ھِمِامَِإ ةَِبیْغَ دِمََأ لِوطُلُِ ھُبلَْق سُقَْی مَْل وَ ھِنِیدِ ىَلعَ مْھُنْمِ تََبَث نْمََفَ لاَأُ ھَنوُدجَِیَ لاَف ىعَرْمَلَْا نَوُبُلطَْی
 ُ.ھصُخْشَ بُیغَِی وَُ ھُتَدَلاوِ ىَفخَْت كَلَِذلَِفٌ ةَعیَْب ھِقُِنعُ يِف دٍحََلأِ نْكَُی مَْل مَاَق اَذِإ اَّنمِ مَئِاَقلَْا َّنِإ مَُلاَّسلا

Imam Ali said: “Our qa’im rises while he does not carry the allegiance of any other ruler. This is why his 
birth is hidden and he is in occultation.”12 

Five: So That He Is Not Killed 

 ىسَیعِ نِبْ نَامَْثعُ نْعَ لٍَلاھِ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ يِنَثَّدحَ لَاَق دٍلِاخَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبِْ ََّ?ُ دبْعَ يِنَثَّدحَ لَاَق دٍوُعسْمَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نْعَ دِاَنسْلإَِْا اَذھَِب وَ
 ىَلعَ فُاخََی لَاَق مَلِ وَ تُلُْق ةٍَبیْغَ نْمِ مِئِاَقلْلِ َّدُبَ لاُ ةرَارَزُ اَی : مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ وُبَأ لَاَق لَاَقَ ةرَارَزُ نْعَ زِاَّوجَلَْاٍ حیجَِن نِبْ دِلِاخَ نْعَِ يّسِاَّوَّرلَا
. ھِِنطَْب ىَلِإ هِدَِیِبَ أمَوَْأ وَ ھِسِفَْن

Imam Sadiq said: “O Zurarah, surely the qa’im must have an occultation.” Zurarah asked why that is. He 
said: “He is fearful for his life and he pointed to his abdomen (referring to being attacked and killed).”13 

10 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 472 
11 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 339 
12 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 303 
13 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 481 
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Six: Resembling the Prophets of God In Leaving Their People 

 دٍَّمحَمُ نُبْ رَُدیْحَ وَ دٍوُعسْمَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ رَُفعْجَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ ُّيدِنَْقرْمََّسلَا ُّيوَِلَعلَْا رَِّفظَمُلَْا نِبْ رَِفعْجَ نُبْ رَُّفظَمُلَْا اَنَثَّدحَ
 دٍَّمحَمُ نُبْ نُسَحَلَْا يِنَثَّدحَ لَاَقِ يّدِاَدغَْبلَْا رٍَفعْجَ نِبْ ىسَومُ نْعََ دمَحَْأ نُبْ لُیِئرَبْجَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق دٍوُعسْمَ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحََ لااَقً اعیمِجَ ُّيدِنَْقرْمََّسلَا
 كَلَِذ مَلِ وَِ ََّ? لِوسُرَ نَبِْا اَیُ ھَل تُلُْقَف اھَُدمََأ لُوطَُیً ةَبیْغَ اَّنمِ مِئِاَقلْلِ َّنِإ :لَاَق مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَأ نْعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ رٍیدِسَ نِبْ نِاَنحَ نْعَ ُّيِفرَیَّْصلَا
ُ ََّ? لَاَق مْھِتِاَبیْغَ دَِدمَ ءِاَفیِتسِْا نِمِ رُیدِسَ اَیُ ھَل َّدُبَ لاُ ھَّنِإ وَ مْھِتِاَبیْغَ يِف مَُلاَّسلا مُھِیَْلعَ ءِاَیِبنَْلأَْا نَُنسُ ھِیِف يَرِجَْت نَْأ َّلاِإ ىَبَأ َّلجَ وَ َّزعََ ََّ? َّنَلأِ لَاَق
 . مْكَُلبَْق نَاكَ نْمَ نََنسَ يَْأ قٍَبطَ نْعًَ اقَبطَ َّنُبكَرَْتَل :ىَلاَعَت

Imam Sadiq said: “Surely our qa’im will have an occultation that will be prolonged.” I asked: “O Son of the 
Prophet, why is that?” He said: “Because Allah has willed that the ways of the prophets in leaving their 
people will also apply to him…”14 

Seven: The Extraction of God’s Trust (Righteous Individuals) 

 يِبَأ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نْعَ رٍمِاعَ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ ھِمِّعَ نْعَ رٍمِاعَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ نُیْسَحُلَْا اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ رٍورُسْمَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ رَُفعْجَ اَنَثَّدحَ
 بِاَتكِ يِف ةٍَیلآِ لَاَق لَِّوَلأَْا يِف ھِیفِلِاخَمُ لْتِاَقُی مَْل مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ نَیِنمِؤْمُلَْا رِیمَِأ لُاَب امَُ ھَل تُلُْق: لَاَق مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَأ نْعَُ هرَكََذ نَّْمعَ رٍیْمَعُ

 وَ نَیرِِفاكَ مٍوَْق بَِلاصَْأ يِف نَوُنمِؤْمُ عُئِاَدوَ لَاَق مْھِلُِیازََتِب يِنعَْی امَ وَ تُلُْق لَاَق ً امیلَِأً اباذٰعَ مْھُنْمِ اورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلَا اَنبَّْذَعَل اوُلَّیزََت وَْل:  ىَلاَعَتِ ََّ?
. مْھَُلَتَقَف َّلجَ وَ َّزعَِ ََّ? ءِاَدعَْأ نْمِ رَھَظَ نْمَ ىَلعَ رَھَظَ تْجَرَخَ اَذِإَف َّلجَ وَ َّزعَِ ََّ? عُئِاَدوَ جَرُخَْت ىَّتحًَ ادَبَأ رْھَظَْی مَْل مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ مُئِاَقلَْا كَلَِذكَ

I asked Imam Sadiq: “Why didn’t Imam Ali kill his enemies early on. He said because of a verse in the 
Quran that reads: ‘And had they been separate, We would have surely punished the faithless among them 
with a painful punishment’15. I said: ‘What does the verse mean by separation?’ He said: ‘The trusts of 
Allah that lies in the loins of the disbelieving people (righteous children of evil people). And this is how 
things will be for the Qa’im. He will not appear until the trusts of Allah appear. When they do, he will 
appear and overcome the enemies of Allah and remove them’.”16 

Eight: Benefitting from the Experience and Knowledge of the World 

The Role of A Hidden Imam 

Group Discussion: What is the role of an imam? 

14 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 480 
15 The Quran, 48, 25 
16 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 641 
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What roles does Imam Mahdi continue to assume during ghaybah? 

A: Necessary for The Existence of This World 

B: A Means of Receiving Divine Blessings 

C: A Shield From Punishment for Sins 

D: Covert Interventions In This World like Khidhr 

The System of Wikalah 

Group Discussion: Fill In The Empty Slots of Shi’a Strongholds 

Samarqand

Nayshabur

Hamedan

Azarbaijan

Ahwaz

3) 

1) 

2) 

6) 

7) 

5) 

4)
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The Duties and Characteristics of the Wukala 

Naturally, due to the very sensitive and crucial role of the wukala, it was crucial for them to have certain 
attributes such as management, secrecy, trustworthiness and spirituality. 

Economic: Mawqufat, Nudhurat, Sadaqat, Gifts, Khums, Zakat 

Conveying correspondences to the Imam: This is different from the role of the scholars of the time. In 
reality, leading the Shi’a from a religious perspective was mainly on the shoulders of scholars. Hence, we 
find not many of the books written during this time were sent to the Imam’s representatives.  

Social and Political: A number of the representatives went to prison. They also had to take stances 
regarding different issues, such as false wakils and ghulat.  

The Structure of the Wukala 

In order from most powerful to least: 

The Imam 

Special Deputies  (bab): Closest confidants of the Imams. 

Major Representatives: Overseeing a region 

Minor Representatives: Active in a particular city 

Mawqufat Representatives: Active regardin particular property and items 

The Four Deputies 

Our Understanding of Time of Ghaybah 

It is clear that even some of the second or third level representatives did not know who the main deputy 
was.  
DO
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The First Deputy: Uthman ibn Sa’id 

He was kept in this role after he played this role for two previous imams. His role as deputy of Imam 
Mahdi was during the years 260 A.H. to 267 A.H. He was referred to as As-Samman, the Oil Seller. He 
utilized his job as a cover for his role. He also helped with the kafn and dafn of Imam Hasan Askari. 

Three individuals were his representatives in Baghdad, namely Ahmad ibn Ishaq Ash’ari Qummi, 
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ja’far Qummi Attar Qattan and Hajiz ibn Yazid Washha’.  

The Trust of The Imams In Uthman Ibn Sa’id 

The following narration, which has a golden chain, highlights his great status in the eyes of the Ahlul-Bayt: 

Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Himyari says: “I and Ahmad ibn Ishaq were in the presence of Shaykh Abu Amr 
(Uthman ibn Sa’id, the first of the four representatives). Ahmad ibn Ishaq gestured towards me to ask him 
of the 12th Imam. I said: “O Abu Amr, I want to ask you of something but I am not doubtful about it 
because my belief is that the Earth will never be empty of a hujjah until the fourty days left until the Day of 
Judgment… I only ask to increase my sincerity like Prophet Ibrahim asked.  

And Ibn Ishaq has told me that when he asked Imam Hadi who he should refer to and gain knowledge 
from and accept his word, Imam Hadi replied: ‘Al-Amri is my confidant! And whatever he tells you, he is 
speaking on my behalf. And whatever he delivers to you, he is delivering it on my behalf. So, listen to him 
and obey because he is the trusted and reliable one for us.’  

And when Ibn Ishaq asked Imam Askari a similar question, he said: ‘Al-Amri and his son are my 
confidants. Whatever they say is on my behalf and whatever they convey is from me. Listen to them and 
obey them for they are the trusted and reliable ones.’  

These are the words of two Imams about you! 

Upon hearing this, Abu Amr fell to sajdah and began to cry… He then said: ‘Ask what you want.’ I said: 
‘Have you seen the successor of Abu Muhammad?’ He said: ‘Yes by Allah, I have. And his necks looks like 
this gesturing with his hand.’   DO
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I said: ‘One more thing…’ He said: ‘Ask’ I said: ‘His name?’ He said: ‘It is forbidden for you to ask of it and 
mention it. I do not say this from myself, for I do not have authority to forbid or command, rather it is 
from him…’”17 

A Hidden Burial 

His son took on his ghusl and kafn and dafn. He was buried in Baghdad beside a masjid. Shaykh Tusi says: 
People only used to say about the grave that it belonged to “a righteous person” without knowing his true 
role. 

The Second Deputy: Muhammad ibn Uthman 

He played this role during the years 267 A.H. to the year 305 A.H. Just in Baghdad, he worked with 10 
representatives, let alone other cities.   

 يِف امَھُنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ ھِیِبَأِب ةَِیزِعَّْتلَا يِفِ يّرِمَْعلَْا نَامَْثعُ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ رٍَفعْجَ يِبَأِ خیَّْشلَا ىَلِإ عُیِقوَّْتلَا جَرَخَ وَ : ُّيرَِیمْحِلَْا رٍَفعْجَ نُبِْ ََّ?ُ دبْعَ لَاَق
 وَ ھِئِاَیلِوَْأِبُ ھَقحَلَْأ وَُ ََّ?ُ ھمَحِرََفً ادیمِحَ تَامَ وًَ ادیعِسَ كَوُبَأ شَاعَ ھِئِاضََقِب ءًاضَرِ وَ هِرِمَْلأًِ امیلِسَْت نَوُعجِارٰ ھِیَْلِإ اّٰنِإ وَِ ِّٰ� اّٰنِإ - بِاَتكِلَْا نَمِ لٍصَْف
 رَخَآ لٍصَْف يِف وَ -ُ ھَترَْثعَُ ھَلاَقَأ وَُ ھھَجْوَُ ََّ? رََّضَن مْھِیَْلِإ وَ َّلجَ وَ َّزعَِ ََّ? ىَلِإُ ھُبرَِّقُی امَیِفً ایعِاسَ مْھِرِمَْأ يِفً ادھَِتجْمُ لْزََی مَْلَف مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ ھِیلِاوَمَ
ُ ھَقزَرَ نَْأ ھِِتَداَعسَ لِامَكَ نْمِ نَاكَ وَ ھِِبَلَقنْمُ يِفُ ََّ?ُ هَّرسََف اَنشَحَوَْأ وَُ ھُقارَِف كَشَحَوَْأ وَ اَنْئزِرُ وَ تَْئزِرُ ءَازََعلَْا كََل نَسَحَْأ وَ بَاوََّثلَا كََلُ ََّ? لَزَجَْأ -

 وَ َّزعَُ ََّ?ُ ھَلَعجَ امَ وَ كَنِاكَمَِبٌ ةَبِّیطَ سَُفنَْلأَْا َّنِإَفِ َِّ�ُ دمْحَلَْا لُوُقَأ وَ ھِیَْلعَ مَُّحرََتَی وَ هِرِمَْأِبُ ھمَاَقمَ مُوُقَی وَ هِدِعَْب نْمُِ ھُفُلخَْی كََلْثمًِ ادَلوَ َّلجَ وَ َّزعَُ ََّ?
.ً انیعِمُ وًَ ایِفاكَ وًَ ایعِارَ وًَ اظِفاحَ وًَ اّیلِوَ كََلُ ََّ? نَاكَ وَ كََقَّفوَ وَ كََدضَعَ وَ كَاَّوَق وَُ ََّ? كََناعََأ كََدنْعِ وَ كَیِف َّلجَ

The letter to Muhammad ibn Uthman read: “To Allah we belong and to Allah we return. We submit to 
his will and are pleased with his decree. Your father lived and and passed away with a good fate. May Allah 
have mercy on him and have him join his masters and his beloved ones. He was constantly working for the 
for them which brought him closer to Allah. May Allah be pleased with him and forgive his 
shortcomings…. It was of the blessings of Allah to him that he granted your father a son like you who will 
remain after him and take his place by the command of Allah and pray for his mercy… I say all praise 
belongs to Allah for our hearts are pleased with your status and what Allah has blessed you with. May 
Allah assist you and strengthen you and make you successful. May Allah be your guide, protector, 
responder and assistant.”18 

Muhammad ibn Uthman Digs His Own Grave and Prepares for His Departure 

The Third Deputy: Husayn ibn Ruh 

He played this role for 21 years from 305 A.H. to 326 A.H. Although, there were close to ten different 
representatives who Muhammad ibn Uthman worked with in Baghdad alone, Husayn ibn Ruh was 
chosen for this role. One of them was Shalmaghani.  

17 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 329 
18 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 510 
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Husayn ibn Ruh was respected in both Shi’a and Sunni circles. 

The Birth of Shaykh Saduq Through A Dua Requested by Husayn ibn Ruh: 
Shaykh Saduq according to multiple narrations was born after his father requested the 12th Imam to pray 
for his birth through Husayn ibn Ruh.19 

The Secrecy of Husayn ibn Ruh: 
When Abu Sahl Nawbakhti was asked why he wasn’t chosen as the deputy, he pointed out the secrecy of 
Husayn ibn Ruh.20 

The Fourth Deputy: Ali ibn Muhammad Samuri 

The final deputy played his role for three years from 326 A.H. to 329 A.H. Six days before his passing, Ali 
ibn Muhammad Samuri received a letter from the 12th Imam stating that he is not to appoint a successor 
for himself. He passed away on the 15th of sha’baan of 329 hijri after three years of service. He was buried 
in Baqdad near Masjid Baratha. 

The Final Letter 

ّتكَمُلَْاَ دمَحَْأ نُبْ نُسَحَلَْا دٍَّمحَمُ وُبَأ يِنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ھِیْوََباَب نِبْ نِیْسَحُلَْا نِبِْ يّلِعَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ رٍَفعْجَ يِبَأ نْعٌَ ةعَامَجَ اَنرََبخَْأ وَ  ةَِنیدِمَِب تُنْكُ :لَاَق بُِ
ّدُق ُّيرِمَُّسلَا دٍَّمحَمُ نُبْ ُّيلِعَ نِسَحَلَْا وُبَأ خُیَّْشلَا اھَیِف يَِّفوُُت يِتَّلَا ةَِنَّسلَا يِف مَِلاَّسلَا ً اعیِقوَْت سِاَّنلَا ىَلِإ جَرَخَْأَف مٍاَّیَأِب ھِتِاَفوَ لَبَْقُ ھُترْضَحََفُ هُّرسِ سَِ
َ لا وَ كَرَمَْأ عْمَجْاَف مٍاَّیَأ ةَِّتسِ نَیَْب وَ كََنیَْب امَ تٌِّیمَ كََّنِإَف كَیِف كَنِاوَخِْإ رَجَْأُ ََّ? مَظَعَْأ َّيرِمَُّسلَا دٍَّمحَمُ نَبْ َّيلِعَ اَی مِیحَِّرلَا نِمٰحَّْرلَاِ َّٰ? مِسِْب ُ:ھُتخَسُْن
 بِوُلُقلَْا ِةوَسَْق وَ دِمََلأَْا لِوطَُ دعَْب كَلَِذ وَُ هرُكْذِ ىَلاَعَتِ ََّ? نِذِْإَ دعَْب َّلاِإ رَوھُظَُ لاَفُ ةَّماَّتلَاُ ةَبیَْغلَْا تَِعَقوَ دَْقَف كَتِاَفوََ دعَْب كَمَاَقمَ مَوُقَیَف دٍحََأ ىَلِإ صِوُت
 وَ رٍَتفْمُ بٌاَّذكَ وَھَُف ةِحَیَّْصلَا وَِ يّنِاَیفُّْسلَاِ جورُخُ لَبَْق َ]ةَدھَاشَمُلَْا ىعََّدِا نِمََفَ لاَأ[َ ةَدھَاشَمُلَْا يعَِّدَی نْمَ يِتَعیشِ يِتْأَیسَ وًَ اروْجَ ضِرَْلأَْا ءَِلاِتمِْا وَ
 لَیقَِف ھِسِفَْنِبُ دوجَُی وَھُ وَ ھِیَْلِإ اَندْعُ سُدِاَّسلَا مُوَْیلَْا نَاكَ اَّمَلَف هِدِنْعِ نْمِ اَنجْرَخَ وَ عَیِقوَّْتلَا اَذھَ اَنخْسََنَف لَاَق مِیظَِعلَْاِ يّلَِعلَْاِ َّ�اِب َّلاِإَ ةَّوُقَ لا وَ لَوْحََ لا
.ُ هاضَرَْأ وَُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَُ ھنْمِ عَمِسُ مٍَلاكَ رُخِآ اَذھََف ىضََق وَُ ھُغلِاَب وَھُ رٌمَْأِ َِّ� لَاَقَف كَدِعَْب نْمِ كَُّیصِوَ نْمَُ ھَل

The letter to Ali ibn Muhammad al-Samuri read: “In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful. 
O Ali ibn Muhammad al-Samuri, may Allah reward your brothers in the tragedy of losing you, for you will 
pass away in the next six days. So gather your affairs and do not pass on your position to anyone for the 
full ghaybah has begun. There will be no appearance until Allah wills. And that will be after a long period 
and after the hearts hearden and the worlds fills with injustice. And there will come to our Shi’a those who 
will claim meeting with me/seeing me. Know that whoever claims this before the coming of Sufyani and 
the Call, he is certainly a liar. And there is no power other than that of Allah…”21 

The Letters of Imam Mahdi During Ghaybah al-Sughra 

“Tawqi’” refers to sealing something. This term was used to refer to the letters of the Imams, sometimes 

19 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 320 
20 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 391 
21 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 395 
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preemptively, as well as at times oral messages.22 

In works like Al-Ghaybah of Shaykh Tusi and Kamal al-Din, nearly 100 letters have been narrated. They 
are mainly from the time of the second and third deputies. The time of wikalah of the first and fourth reps 
was very limited.  

Interestingly, most letters were also dated. A number of the tawqi’aat have acceptable chains and short 
chains for that matter.  

Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Himyari, wrote four books in collecting these tawqi’aat. Also, Muhammad ibn Isa 
ibn Ubayd wrote “Tawqi’aat” that didn’t reach us. Multiple other scholars also did so, but we have lost 
their books. So, we only have what other scholars have quoted from them, like Shaykh al-Tusi and Najashi. 

Group Discussion: What topics were addressed in the tawqi’at and how would they know 
that the letters were from the Imam? 

Structure of The Letters 

The letters could typically be written by the imam himself or by a secretary, but the letters written by 12th 
Imam were mainly with his handwriting, which was similar to the handwriting of the 11th Imam.23 

The main deputies were familiar with the Imam’s handwriting and his stamp. Quite often, the answer to a 
letter was written within or under the original letter. 

Topics of the Tawqi’aat 

A: Religious and Political Matters  
Beliefs of Tawhid, Nubuwwah, Imamah, etc.  
Emphasizing The Presence of A Hujjah On Earth  
Disassociation from Ghulat  
Forbidding From Determining A Time for Dhuhur 

22 Kamal al-Din, 503 
23 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 362, 366 
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B: Letters for Appointing Representatives 

C: Fiqh Rulings 
We have 75 examples of such letters. Shaykh Tusi has said that the tawqi’aat are so many that he will only 
mention a sample of them.24  

D: Letters Containing Requests For Prayer  

E:  Letters Containing Knowledge of The Unseen 

In some instances, when the authorities had begun infiltrating the structure of wikalah, spies would 
approach the deputies and try to pass on wealth to them, waiting for them to accept. The deputies, having 
been warned by the Imam, would reject this and act as if they were not aware of such things.25 

In other instances, people carrying wealth to the Imam were miraculously guided and deputies would 
approach them to receive their wealth without being notified.26  

Interesting Points About The Tawqi’aat 

One: On a Variety of Topics 

Two: High Levels of Secrecy: That’s why when Kulayni mentions nearly 25 narrations on the birth of 
Imam Mahdi, none of them have the actual name of the imam.  

Three: The Deputies Were Not Primary Sources of Islamic Knowledge 

Individuals Claiming Wikalah 

Group Discussion: What beliefs did the ghulat usually promote during the time of the Ahlul-
Bayt that pushed them to take harsh stances against the ghulat? 

24 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 285 
25 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 525 
26 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 415 
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Shari’i 

A companion of Imam Hadi and Askari27 and the first to claim wikalah on behalf of the 12th Imam. 

Ahmad ibn Hilal 

Very religious. Performed hajj 54 times and carried a high status in narrating hadith before changing paths. 
Part of the 40 companions who saw Imam Mahdi. Husayn ibn Ruh mentions him alongside Shalmaghani. 
Three separate letters were written regarding him going astray. 

Numayri: 

Muhammad ibn Nusayr al-Numayri was the founder of the Nusayri school of thought. He claimed 
wikalah during the time of the second deputy. He is said to be the founder of the Nusayri faith who seem 
to be the root of today’s Alawites belief system. Hoewever, their belief system seems to have gone through 
an evolution. 

Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Bilal (Bilali) 

Had issues with how the wakil of Imam Askari was dividing wealth. He used to work with Uthman ibn 
Sa’id. From the time of second deputy, he began his opposition. He argued with second deputy and they 
both went to see the 12th Imam, but this still didn’t solve the problem.  

Shalmaghani 

Out of the other false wakils, he had the greatest influence and importance in the Shi’i school of thought. 
His change of beliefs was a major issue for the Shi’a community as he used to be a source of knowledge for 
them. 

At one point, Shalmaghani called upon the third deputy to engage in mubahalah with him. This request 
was ignored and he was later killed by the authorities for his heretical beliefs.28 

The Letter Highlighting Multiple False Wakils 

 وَ ھِنِیدِِب قُِثَت نْمَ كََلمَعَ ھِِب مََتخَ وَُ ھَّلكُ رَیْخَلَْاُ ََّ? كََفَّرعَ وَ كَاَقَبُ ََّ? لَاطََأ فْرِّعَ :ھتخسن و هر حور نب نیسحلا مساقلا يبأ خیشلا دی ىلع
دَِقُ ھَلھَمَْأَ لا وََ ةمَقِِّنلَاُ ھَلُ ََّ? لََّجعَِ يّنِاَغمَلَّْشلاِب فَورُعْمَلَْاٍ يّلِعَ نَبَْ دَّمحَمُ َّنَأِب مْھَُتَداَعسَُ ََّ? مَاَدَأ اَننِاوَخِْإ نْمِ ھِِتَّیِن ىَلِإ نُكُسَْت
ً امیظِعًَ امْثِإ وًَ اناَتھُْب لَاَق وًَ اروزُ وًَ ابذِكَ ىرََتفِْا وَ ىَلاَعَت وَ َّلجَ قِلِاخَلْاِبُ ھَعمَ رََفكَ امَ ىعََّدِا وَِ ََّ? نِیدِ يِفَ دحَلَْأ وَُ ھَقرَاَف وَ مَِلاسْلإَِْا نِعَ َّدَترِْا
 وَُ ھمَُلاسَ وَ ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? تُاوََلصَ ھِلِوسُرَ ىَلِإ وَ ىَلاَعَتِ ََّ? ىَلِإ اَنْئرَِب اَّنِإ وَ ً انیِبمًُ انارٰسْخُ اورُسِخَ وَ ً ادیعَِبً لالاٰضَ اوُّلضَ وَِ َّ�اِب نَوُلدِاَعلَْا بََذكَ

27 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 398 
28 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, vol. 1, 307 
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 نْمَ لِّكُ ىَلعَ وَ لٍاحَ لِّكُ ىَلعَ وَ تٍقْوَ لِّكُ يِف وَ رِھْجَلَْا وَ رِّسِّلَا وَ نِطِاَبلَْا وَ اَّنمِ رِھِاَّظلَا يِف ىرَْتَتِ ََّ? نُئِاَعَل ھِیَْلعَُ هاَّنَعَل وَُ ھنْمُِ ھُتاكَرََب وَُ ھُتمَحْرَ
 نْمُِ ھمََّدَقَت نَّْممِ ھِیَْلعَ اَّنكُ امَ لِْثمِ ىَلعَُ ھنْمِِ ةرََذاحَمُلَْا وَ يِّقوََّتلَا يِف اَنَّنَأُ ََّ? كََّلاوََت مْھُمْلِعَْأُ هَدعَْبُ هَّلاوََت ىَلعَ مَاَقَأَف اَّنمِ لُوَْقلَْا اَذھَُ ھَغَلَب وَُ ھَعَیاشَ
ُ هاَّیِإ وَ قُِثَن ھِِب وٌَ ةَلیمِجَ اَنَدنْعُِ هَدعَْب وَُ ھَلبَْق كَلَِذ عَمَُ هؤُاَنَث َّلجَِ ََّ?ُ ةَداعَ وَ مْھِرِیْغَ وَِ يّلَِلاِبلَْا وَِ يّلَِلاھِلَْا وَِ يّرِیْمَُّنلَا وَِ يّعِیرَِّسلَا نَمِ ھِئِارَظَُن
 لُیكِوَلَْا مَعِْن وَ اَنرِومُُأ لِّكُ يِف اَنُبسْحَ وَھُ وَ نُیعَِتسَْن

The letter to Husayn ibn Ruh read: “Let our followers know that we advise avoiding Shalmaghani and 
protecting against him similar to how we advised this for those who were similar to him, namely Shari’i, 
Numayri, Hilali, Bilali, and others...”29 

The Political Situation and The Role of Scholars During Ghaybah Sughrah 

The Establishment of the Buyid Government (332 - 448) 

The establishment of the Buyid dynasty paved the way for Shi’a scholars to promote their teachings and 
works. This was the first time ever where public displays of affection and mourning for the Ahlul-Bayt on 
Ashura and Eid Ghadir were allowed. 

The Establishment of the Fatimid Dynasty (297 - 567) 

The Fatimid dynasty was established by Ubaydullah al-Mahdi by Ismai’li Shi’as. They played an important 
role in growing libraries. They founded the University of Al-Azhar, in the name of Lady Fatimah al-
Zahra’. They took a similar approach to the Buyid dynasty when it came to Shi’i religious holidays and 
displays. 

Al- Kulayni (255 – 329) 

His full name is Muhammad ibn Yaq’ub Kulayni. Author of the most prominent book of Shi’I hadith, Al-
Kafi. He was originally from Rayy. He travelled to Qum to hear hadith from scholars there. In the year 
327, he travelled to Baghdad and passed away there. 

Did Shaykh Kulayni present Al-Kafi to the fourth deputy for Imam Mahdi’s approval? Is the 
phrase “Al-Kafi is sufficient for our Shi’a”attributed to Imam Mahdi authentic? 

Ibn Babiwayh (Saduq al-Awwal) (250? – 329) 

His full name is Ali ibn Husayn ibn Babiwayh. He is the father of Shaykh Saduq. He lived in and passed 
away in Qum. He wrote a number of works including Kitab al-Imamah wa al-Tabsirah min Al-Hayra.  

29 Ihtijaj, vol. 2, 474 
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Shaykh al-Saduq (305 – 381) 

His full name is Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Babiwayh. He was the son of Ibn Babiwayh and he authored 
many books of hadith. Today a large portion of our hadith corpus come from his works, including Al-
Faqih and Kamal al-Din. He grew up in Qum, travelled to Rayy, Mashhad, Nayshabur and Baghdad. He 
eventually passed away in Rayy. 

Shaykh al-Mufid (336 – 413) 

His full name was Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Nu’man. He was a student of Shaykh Saduq. He 
spent most of his life in Baghdad. He is the author of Al-Irshad and many other works. He was buried in 
Kadhimain.  

Sayyid al-Murtadha and Sayyid al-Radhi (355 – 436/359 – 406) 

His full name was Ali ibn Husayn. He was known as a prominent theologian. He took on roles in the 
Buyid dynasty and he was mainly based in Baghdad. He was buried in Kadhimain. 

Shaykh al-Tusi (385 – 460) 

His full name was Muhammad ibn Hasan. He is also referred to as the Shaykh Of the Shi’a school of 
thought. He was an expert in multiple Islamic sciences. He lived in Baghdad until the year 447, where the 
Mongol invasion took place. His private library was burnt to the ground. He then travelled to Najaf and 
founded the hawzah of Najaf. He is the author of Al-Istibsar and Al-Tahdhib, two of the four main books 
of Shi’I hadith. He was buried in Najaf near the entrance of the shrine in his own house. 

Seeing The Imam Before and During Ghaybah al-Sughra 

Group Discussion: Is it possible to see the 12th Imam and be in touch with him during the 
following three times? Mention your reasoning as to why you think it is possible during each 
period: 

Before Ghaybah al-Sughra 

During Ghaybah al-Sughra 

During Ghaybah al-Kubra DO
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Seeing The Imam Before Ghaybah 

A: The Story of Sa’d bin Abdullah Qummi30: 

B: The Story of Kamil ibn Ibrahim31: 

Seeing the Imam during Ghaybah Sughra 

A: Appearing to Ja’far Kadhab:  

B: Appearing Near the Ka’bah on Multiple Occassions:32 

C: The Story of Zuhri:33 

D: Appearing to Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Mahzyar34 

Is seeing the Imam during Ghaybah Kubra possible? 

Proofs for Impossibility: 

A: The Tawqi’ of Ali ibn Muhammad Samuri 

Proofs for possibility: 

A: We have narrations explaining a’maal to do so that you can see the 12th imam, even if none of them 
come from early sources. 

B: Narrations speaking of those who can meet the Imam: 

30 Kamal al-Din, 454 
31 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 246 
32 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 254 
33 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 248 
34 Al-Ghaybah li al-Tusi, 263 
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First category: Narrations saying the imam has a small group of people who are in touch with him. 

Second category: Stories in which scholars claimed to have met the Imam. 

Conclusion: 

Everyone agrees that no one can make the claim that he is in touch with the 12th Imam and is able to meet 
or communicate with the Imam at his own convenience. 

Movements Claiming to Be The Mahdi 

Group Discussion: How did people tell if someone was the imam of their time? How can you tell 
if someone is the 12th Imam? 

Fatimids and Ubaydullah al-Mahdi: 

Ahmadiyya: 

Baha’iyyah: 

Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Qahtani: 

Ahmad al-Hasan and Abu Sadiq Abdullah Ibn Hashim: DO
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Identifying The Imam 

 لَاَق رَمَعُ نِبْ لَِّضَفمُ نْعَ رٍیِثكَ نِبْ نِمَحَّْرلَا دِبْعَ ھِمِّعَ نْعَ نَاَّسحَ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نْعَِ يِّفوكُلَْاٍ يّلِعَ نِبْ نِسَحَلَْا نِعَ سَیرِدِْإ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ وَ ىَیحَْی نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ
 تُلُْق كََلسَ دٍاوَِ يَّأ يِف كََلھَ لُاَقُی ىرَخُْلأَْا وَ ھِلِھَْأ ىَلِإ اھَنْمِ عُجِرَْی امَھُاَدحِْإ نِاَتَبیْغَ رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَ بِحِاصَلِ :لُوُقَی مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ اَبَأ تُعْمِسَ
 .ُ ھَلْثمِ اھَیِف بُیجُِی ءَاَیشَْأ نْعَُ هوُلَأسْاَفٍ عَّدمُ اھَاعََّدِا اَذِإ لَاَق كَلَِذكَ نَاكَ اَذِإ عَُنصَْن فَیْكَ

I asked Imam Sadiq: “What should we do during the time of ghaybah and the fate of the Imam is 
unknown?” He said: “When someone makes this claim, ask him of things that only he (the Imam) would 
be able to answer.”35 

Awaiting the Dhuhur (Intidhaar) In Narrations 

Different Terms on Awaiting Faraj 

In narrations, different terms have been used to refer to the believer who awaits the reappearance of the 12th 
Imam. “Awaiting This affair”, “Awaiting Our Qa’im”, “Expecting Faraj”, “Awaiting Faraj”, “Awaiting His 
Reapperance” and “Awaiting The Twelfth” are some of these terms.  

Awaiting Faraj, A General Concept 

Important: There are narrations that are quite broad and general and refer to the idea of waiting in general 
for God’s help to come. Other narrations specifically speak of the return of the 12th Imam. 

ِ.جرََفلَْا رُاظَِتنِْا ِةَداَبعِلَْا لُضَفَْأ : ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ? ىَّلصَِ ََّ? لُوسُرَ لَاَق لَاَق مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ نَیِنمِؤْمُلَْا رِیمَِأ نْعَ دِاَنسْلإَِْا اَذھَِب وَ

The Prophet said: “The greatest worship is awaiting faraj (convenience).”36 

Understanding The Narrations Stating Awaiting Faraj Is A Part Faraj 

 ِ جرََفلَْا مِظَعَْأ نْمِِ جرََفلَْا رُاظَِتنِْا مَُلاَّسلا امَھِیَْلعَ نِیْسَحُلَْا نُبْ ُّيلِعَ لَاَق وَ

Imam Sajjad said: “Awaiting the faraj is in itself the greatest form of faraj.”37 

35 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 340 
36 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 287 
37 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 319 
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Group Discussion: What do the narrations mean when they say awaiting faraj is part of the 
faraj itself? 

Dissecting Intidhar and Awaiting The Dhuhur  

Group Discussion: What does it mean to do await the faraj when it comes to Imam Mahdi? 

A: Status of A Muntadhir 

The Status of The Muntadhir 

A: From Awliya’ Allah 

 مَْل اھُٰنامٰیِإً اسفَْن عَُفنَْی لاٰ كَِّبرَ تِایٰآ ضُعَْب يِتْأَی مَوَْی: َّلجَ وَ َّزعَِ ََّ? لِوَْق يِف:  مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ دٍَّمحَمُ نُبْ رَُفعْجَ قُدِاَّصلَا لَاَق لَاَق رٍیصَِب يِبَأ نْعَ 
 اَبَأ اَی مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ لَاَق َّمُث اَّنمِ رِظََتنْمُلَْا مِئِاَقلَْا جَورُخُ يِنعَْی ً اریْخَ اھٰنِامٰیِإ يِف تَْبسَكَ وَْأ لُبَْق نْمِ تَْنمَآ نْكَُت
 مْھُ لاٰ وَ مْھِیَْلعَ فٌوْخَ لاٰ نَیذَِّلَاِ ََّ? ءُاَیلِوَْأ كَِئَلوُأ هِرِوھُظُ يِفُ ھَل نَیعِیطِمُلَْا وَ ھِِتَبیْغَ يِف هِرِوھُظُلِ نَیرِظَِتنْمُلَْا اَنمِئِاَق ةَِعیشِلِ ىَبوطُ رٍیصِب
 . نَوُنزَحَْی

Imam Sadiq said: “O Abu Basir, good for the Shi’a of our qa’im, those who await his reappearance, those 
who obey him when he appears. They are from the awliya’ of Allah who will have no fear or sadness (on 
Judgment Day).”38 

B: Like The One Who Has Fought Alongside The 12th Imam 

 ُّتمِ نِْإَف تُلُْق كَلَِذ َّلاِإ اَننِیدِ يِف اَنُعسََیَ لا اھَمُاَّكحُ وَ ضِرَْلأَْا مُاَنسَ ذٍِئمَوَْی مُْتنَْأَ لا لَاَق... مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ رٍَفعْجَ يِبَأ نْعَِ يّطِسِاوَلَْا دِیمِحَلَْا دِبْعَ نْعَ 
 نِاَتَداھَشَُ ھَعمَُ ةَداھََّشلَا وَ ھِفِیْسَِبُ ھَعمَِ عرِاَقمُلْاكَُ ھُترْصََن دٍَّمحَمُ لِآ مَئِاَق تُكْرَدَْأ نِْإ لَاَق اَذِإ مْكُنْمِ لَئِاَقلَْا َّنِإ لَاَق مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ مَئِاَقلَْا كَرِدُْأ نَْأ لَبَْق

I asked Imam Baqir: “What should I do if I pass away before the time of the Qa’im?”He said: “Whoever 

38 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 357 
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amongst you says ‘If I were to meet the Qa’im, I would assist him’ is like the one who has fought with him 
with his sword. And martyrdom with the Qa’im is like two martyrdoms.”39 

C: Like The One Who Is In The Imam’s Camp (Fustat)40 

 ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ اَبَأ تُعْمِسَ لَاَق رٍاَتخْمُ نِبْ ضِیَْفلَْا نِعَُ هرُیْغَ وَ رٍاَّمعَ نُبْ قُاحَسِْإ يِنَثَّدحَ لَاَق نِامَعُّْنلَا نِبِْ يّلِعَ نْعَُ ھنْعَ
 ھِفِیْسَِبُ ھَعمَ عَرَاَق نْمَكَ لَْبَ لا لَاَق َّمُثً ةَئیَْنھُ ثَكَمَ َّمُث لَاَق ھِطِاطَسُْف يِف مِئِاَقلَْا عَمَ وَھُ نْمَكَ رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَلِ رٌظَِتنْمُ وَھُ وَ مْكُنْمِ تَامَ نْمَ: لُوُقَی مَُلاَّسلا
 . ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ? ىَّلصَِ ََّ? لِوسُرَ عَمََ دھِشُْتسُْا نِمَكَ َّلاِإِ ََّ? وََ لا لَاَق َّمُث

Imam Sadiq said: “Whoever from you dies while he awaits this matter is like the one who is with the Qa’im 
in his camp.” Then he paused and said: “Rather he is like the who fights along his side with his sword.” 
Then he said: “No, by Allah, he is like the one who is martyred alongside the Messenger of Allah.”41 

 نِبَْ دمَحَْأ نْعَ ىَیحَْی نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ وَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نْعَ رٍصَْن يِبَأ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نِبَْ دمَحَْأ نْعَ دٍاَیزِ نِبْ لِھْسَ نْعَ اَنبِاحَصَْأ نْمٌِ ةَّدعِ
 اَنَأ وَ ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? تُاوََلصَ اضَرِّللِِ ََّ? دِبْعَ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ لَاَق :لَاَق ِةرَیغِمُلَْا نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَ ىَیحَْی نِبْ نَاوَفْصَ نْعَ فٍورُعْمَ نِبْ سِاَّبَعلَْا نِعَ دٍَّمحَمُ
 لْھََف مَُلیَّْدلَاُ ھَل لُاَقُیً اوُّدعَ وَ نُیوِزَْقُ ھَل لُاَقُی طٍاَبرِ عَضِوْمَ اَندَِلاِب يِف َّنِإ مْھِضِعَْبلِ لَاَقُ ھَّنَأ مَُلاَّسلَا مُھِیَْلعَ ھِئِاَبآ نْعَ ھِِتیَْب لِھَْأ نْعَ يِبَأ يِنَثَّدحَ عُمَسَْأ
 يِف نَوكَُی نَْأ مْكُُدحََأ ىضَرَْی امََ أُ هوُّجحَُف تِیَْبلَْا اَذھَِب مْكُیَْلعَ لَاَقَف ثَیدِحَلَْا ھِیَْلعََ داعََأَفُ هوُّجحَُف تِیَْبلَْا اَذھَِب مْكُیَْلعَ لَاَقَف طٍاَبرِ نْمِ لْھَ وَْأ دٍاھَجِ نْمِ
 اَنرِمَْلأًِ ارظَِتنْمُ تَامَ نِْإ وًَ اردَْب ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ? ىَّلصَِ ََّ? لِوسُرَ عَمََ دھِشَ نْمَكَ نَاكَُ ھكَرَدَْأ نِْإَف اَنرَمَْأ رُظَِتنَْی ھِلِوْطَ نْمِ ھِلِاَیعِ ىَلعَ قُفِنُْی ھِِتیَْب
 لُوَطَْأ هِذِھَ َّنِإَف ىطَسْوُلَْا وَ ةَِباَّبَّسلَا نَیَْب عَمَجَ وَ اَذكَھَ لُوُقَأَ لا وَ نِیَْتَباَّبَّسلَا نَیَْب عَمَجَ وَ ھِطِاطَسُْف يِف اَذكَھَ مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ اَنمِئِاَق عَمَ نَاكَ نْمَكَ نَاكَ
 . قََدصَ مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ نِسَحَلَْا وُبَأ لَاَقَف هِذِھَ نْمِ

Imam Ridha said: “The one who gives from his wealth while he awaits our affair, if he meets the Qa’im, it 
is like he fought with the Prophet at Badr and if he dies while waiting, he is like the one who will be with 
the Qa’im in his camp like this.” And he brought together his two index fingers. And then he said: “Not 
even like this.” And he brought together his middle and index finger and said: “For one is longer than the 
other.”42 

D: Like The One Who Has Dedicated His Life To Worship  

E: Raised With The Ahlul-Bayt 43 

F: The Increased Reward of Worship During The Time of Ghaybah 

 نِبْ مِاشَھِ نْعَ بٍوُبحْمَ نِبْ نِسَحَلَْا وَ ىَیحَْی نِبْ نَاوَفْصَ نْعَ سٍاَدرْمِ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نْعَ دٍَّمحَمُ نِبْ ىَّلَعمُ نْعَ ُّيرَِعشَْلأَْا دٍَّمحَمُ نُبْ نُیْسَحُلَْا
 وَِأ لِطِاَبلَْا ةَِلوَْد يِف رِِتَتسْمُلَْا مُكُنْمِ مِامَلإَِْا عَمَ رِّسِّلَا يِفُ ةَداَبعِلَْا لُضَفَْأ امَُّیَأ مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَلأِ تُلُْق :لَاَقِ يّطِاَباَّسلَا رٍاَّمعَ نْعَ مٍلِاسَ
 رِھِاَّظلَا مُكُنْمِ مِامَلإَِْا عَمَ ھِِتَلوَْد وَ قِّحَلَْا رِوھُظُ يِفُ ةَداَبعِلَْا
 

39 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, 80 
40 Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 644 
41 Al-Mahasin, vol. 1, 174 
42 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, 22 
43 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, 36 
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 وَ لِطِاَبلَْا ةَِلوَْد يِف رِِتَتسْمُلَْا مُكُمِامَِإ عَمَ رِّسِّلَا يِف مْكُُتَداَبعِِ ََّ? وَ كَلَِذكَ وَ ةَِیِنَلاَعلَْا يِف ةَِقَدَّصلَا نَمِ لُضَفَْأِ ََّ? وَ رِّسِّلَا يِفُ ةَقَدَّصلَا رُاَّمعَ اَی لَاَقَف 
 ةَِلوَْد يِف رِھِاَّظلَا قِّحَلَْا مِامَِإ عَمَ قِّحَلَْا رِوھُظُ يِفُ هرُكْذِ َّلجَ وَ َّزعََ ََّ?ُ دُبعَْی نَّْممِ لُضَفَْأ ةَِندْھُلَْا لِاحَ وَ لِطِاَبلَْا ةَِلوَْد يِف مْكُوُِّدعَ نْمِ مْكُُفُّوخََت
 قِّحَلَْا ةَِلوَْد يِف نِمَْلأَْا وَ ِةَداَبعِلَْا لَْثمِ لِطِاَبلَْا ةَِلوَْد يِف فِوْخَلَْا عَمَُ ةَداَبعِلَْا تِسَیَْل وَ قِّحَلَْا

 يِفً ةضَیرَِفً ةَلاصَ نَیسِمْخَُ ھَلُ ََّ? بََتكَ اھََّمَتَأَف اھَِتقْوَ يِف هِوُِّدعَ نْمِ اھَِب رٍِتَتسْمُ ةٍعَامَجَ يِفً ةضَیرَِفً ةَلاصَ مَوَْیلَْا مُكُنْمِ ىَّلصَ نْمَ َّنَأ اومَُلعِْا وَ
ً ةَلاصَ نَیرِشْعِ وًَ اسمْخَُ ھَل اھَِب َّلجَ وَ َّزعَُ ََّ? بََتكَ اھََّمَتَأَف اھَِتقْوَ يِف هِوُِّدعَ نْمِ اھَِبً ارِتَتسْمُُ هَدحْوًَ ةضَیرَِفً ةَلاصَ مْكُنْمِ ىَّلصَ نْمَ وَ ةٍعَامَجَ
 َّلجَ وَ َّزعَُ ََّ? بََتكًَ ةَنسَحَ مْكُنْمِ لَمِعَ نْمَ وَ لَِفاوََن تٍاوََلصَ رَشْعَ اھَِبُ ھَلُ ََّ? بََتكَ اھََّمَتَأَف اھَِتقْوَلًِ ةَلِفاَنً ةَلاصَ مْكُنْمِ ىَّلصَ نْمَ وًَ ةَّینِاَدحْوًَ ةضَیرَِف
 نْمِ كَسَمَْأ وَ ھِسِفَْن وَ ھِمِامَِإ وَ ھِنِیدِ ىَلعَ ةَِّیقَِّتلاِب نَاَد وَُ ھَلامَعَْأ نَسَحَْأ اَذِإ مْكُنْمِ نِمِؤْمُلَْا تِاَنسَحَ َّلجَ وَ َّزعَُ ََّ? فُعِاضَُی وًَ ةَنسَحَ نَیرِشْعِ اھَِبُ ھَل
 مٌیرِكَ َّلجَ وَ َّزعََ ََّ? َّنِإً ةَفعَاضَمًُ افاَعضَْأ ھِنِاسَلِ

 مِامَلإَِْا بِاحَصَْأ نْمًِ لاامَعَْأ لَضَفَْأ مَوَْیلَْا نُحَْن اَنرْصِ فَیْكَ مََلعَْأ نَْأ ُّبحُِأ نْكَِل وَ ھِیَْلعَ يِنَتْثَثحَ وَ لِمََعلَْا يِف يِنَتبَّْغرَِ ََّ? وَ دَْق كَاَدِف تُلْعِجُ تُلُْق
ِ جّحَلَْا وَ مِوَّْصلَا وَ ِةَلاَّصلَا ىَلِإ وَ َّلجَ وَ َّزعَِ ََّ? نِیدِ يِف لِوخُُّدلَا ىَلِإ مْھُومُُتقَْبسَ مْكَُّنِإ لَاَقَف دٍحِاوَ نٍیدِ ىَلعَ نُحَْن وَ قِّحَلَْا ةَِلوَْد يِف مْكُنْمِ رِھِاَّظلَا
 نَیفِئِاخَ قِّحَلَْا ةَِلوَْدلِ نَیرِظَِتنْمُُ ھَعمَ نَیرِبِاصَُ ھَل نَیعِیطِمُ رِِتَتسْمُلَْا مُكُمِامَِإ عَمَ مْكُوُِّدعَ نْمًِ ارّسُِ هرُكْذِ َّزعَِ ََّ? ِةَداَبعِ ىَلِإ وَ ھٍقِْف وَ رٍیْخَ لِّكُ ىَلِإ وَ
 ثِرْحَ ىَلِإ مْكُوُّرطَضِْا وَ كَلَِذ مْكُوُعَنمَ دَْق ةِمََلَّظلَا يدِیَْأ يِف مْكُِقوُقحُ وَ مْكُمِامَِإ قِّحَ ىَلِإ نَورُظَِتنَْت ةِمََلَّظلَا كِوُلمُلَْا نَمِ مْكُسُِفنَْأ وَ مْكُمِامَِإ ىَلعَ
 لَامَعَْلأَْا مُكَُل َّلجَ وَ َّزعَُ ََّ? فَعَاضَ كَلَِذِبَف مْكُوُِّدعَ عَمَ فِوْخَلَْا وَ مْكُمِامَِإ ةِعَاطَ وَ مْكُِتَداَبعِ وَ مْكُنِیدِ ىَلعَ رِبَّْصلَا عَمَ شِاَعمَلَْا بَِلطَ وَ اَینُّْدلَا
  مْكَُلً ائیِنھََف

 بِاحَصَْأ نْمًِ لاامَعَْأ لُضَفَْأ كَِتعَاطَ وَ كَِتمَامَِإ يِف مَوَْیلَْا نُحَْن وَ ُّقحَلَْا رَھَظَْی وَ مِئِاَقلَْا بِاحَصَْأ نْمِ نَوكَُن نَْأً اذِإ ىرََت امََف كَاَدِف تُلْعِجُ تُلُْق
  لِدَْعلَْا وَ قِّحَلَْا ةَِلوَْد

ّلؤَُی وََ ةمَلِكَلَْاُ ََّ? عَمَجَْی وَ دَِلاِبلَْا يِف لَدَْعلَْا وَ َّقحَلَْا ىَلاَعَت وَ كَرَاَبَتُ ََّ? رَھِظُْی نَْأ نَوُّبحُِت امََ أِ ََّ? نَاحَبْسُ لَاَقَف َ لا وَ ةٍَفلَِتخْمُ بٍوُلُق نَیَْبُ ََّ? فَِ
 نَمِ دٍحََأَ ةَفاخَمَ قِّحَلَْا نَمِ ءٍيْشَِب يَفِخَْتسَْیَ لا ىَّتحَ رَھَظَْیَف ھِلِھَْأ ىَلِإ َّقحَلَْاُ ََّ? َّدرَُی وَ ھِقِلْخَ يِفُ هُدوُدحُ مَاَقُت وَ ھِضِرَْأ يِف َّلجَ وَ َّزعََ ََّ? نَوصُعَْی
. اورُشِبَْأَف دٍحُُأ وَ رٍدَْب ءِاَدھَشُ نْمِ رٍیِثكَ نْمِِ ََّ?َ دنْعِ لَضَفَْأ نَاكَ َّلاِإ اھَیَْلعَ مُْتنَْأ يِتَّلَا لِاحَلَْا ىَلعَ تٌِّیمَ مْكُنْمِ تُومَُیَ لا رُاَّمعَ اَیِ ََّ? وَ امََأ قِلْخَلَْا

Ammar al-Sabati narrates: “I asked Imam Sadiq: ‘Which worship is more valuable? Worshipping secretly 
alongside an imam from the Ahlul-Bayt who is hidden during the reign of oppressive governments or 
worshipping openly during the time of appearance of truth and an apparent imam from you?’  

He said: ‘O Ammar, charity in secret is, by Allah, better than charity given publicly. Similarly the hidden 
worship while you fear the oppressive governments with a hidden imam is better than worshipping Allah 
in a time of governance of truth and justice. Never is the former like the latter.  

Know that whoever amongst you prays one obligatory prayer in congregation in a hidden manner with its 
etiquette while in taqiyyah, Allah will count for him fifty obligatory prayers in congregation…’ 

After hearing the magnified rewards, I asked: ‘May I be your ransom, you have made eager to worship and 
encouraged me, but I want to know how have we become greater than the companions of the Imam 
during the time of the governance of truth, while we have the same faith system.’ He said: ‘It is because 
you have preceeded them in embracing the faith, praying, fasting, performing hajj and every other good 
deed, understanding the religion while being in fear and following your hidden imam, while you obey him 
and are patiently awaiting the governance of truth… This is why Allah has multiplied your rewards, so 
good for you!’.  

I said: ‘My master, if that is the case, should we not wish for the governance of truth while we have a 
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greater status as we function under your authority?’ He said: ‘Subhanallah! Do you not love for Allah to 
bring about truth and justice in the world and for him to bring affairs together and connect the hearts, 
while he is not disobeyed, until truth prevails all and none of it is hidden. Know by Allah O Ammar, none 
of you will pass away in this state except that he has a greater status in the eyes of Allah compare to many 
of the martyrs of Badr and Uhud. Glad tidings!’”44 

َ دیزَِی وُبَأ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق نِیْسَحُلَْا نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ دٍمِاحَ وُبَأ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقَ ذورُوَرْمَِب ُّيذِورُوَرْمَلَْاُ ھیقَِفلَْا هِاَّشلَا نِبِْ يّلِعَ ]نُبْ[ُ دَّمحَمُ نِسَحَلَْا وُبَأ اَنَثَّدحَ
 رَِفعْجَ مِامَلإَِْا نِعَ ورٍمْعَ نِبْ دِاَّمحَ نْعَ نُاَّطَقلَْا مٍتِاحَ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيمِیمَِّتلَاٍ حلِاصَ نِبَْ دمَحَْأ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيدِلِاخَلَْا دٍلِاخَ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ
ّدجَ نْعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ دٍَّمحَمُ نِبْ  اھَیِف رُكُذَْی ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ? ىَّلصَِ يِّبَّنلَا ةَِّیصِوَ يِف :لٍیوِطَ ثٍیدِحَ يِف مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ بٍلِاطَ يِبَأ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نْعَ هِِ
 مَْل نِامََّزلَا رِخِآ يِف نَوُنوكَُی مٌوَْقً انیقَِی مْھُمَظَعَْأ وًَ انامَیِإ سِاَّنلَا بَجَعَْأ َّنَأ مَْلعِْا وَ ُّيلِعَ اَیُ ھَل لَاَق ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ? ىَّلصَِ ََّ? لَوسُرَ َّنَأ
 .ضٍاَیَب ىَلعَ دٍاوَسَِب اوُنمَآَفُ ةَّجحُلَْا مُھُْتَبجَحَ وَ َّيِبَّنلَا اوُقحَلَْی

The Prophet said in his will: “O Ali, Know that the greatest people in faith and the highest in certainty is a 
group of people who will appear in the end of times. They have never met the Prophet and their hujjah is 
hidden from them. They believed in a blackness upon whiteness. (They believed in writings with black ink 
upon empty pages, i.e. whiteness.)”45 

B: Patiently Awaiting The Dhuhur 

Awaiting Faraj Morning and Night 

 ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَأ نْعَ رَمَعُ نِبْ لَِّضَفمُلَْا نِعَ لٍجُرَ نْعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ دٍلِاخَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نِبَْ دمَحَْأ نْعَ ھِلِاجَرِ ضِعَْب نْعَ مٍاَّمھَ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنرََبخَْأ
 اومَُلعَْی مَْل وَ مْھَُل رْھَظَْی مَْل وَ مْھُنْعَ بَجِحَُفِ ََّ?َ ةَّجحُ اوُدَقَتفِْا اَذِإ مْھُنْعَ نُوكَُی امَ ىضَرَْأ وَِ ََّ? نَمُِ ةَباصَعِلَْا هِذِھَ نُوكَُی امَ بُرَقَْأ :لَاَقُ ھَّنَأ مَُلاَّسلا
ِ ََّ? بُضَغَ نُوكَُی امَ َّدشََأ َّنِإَف ءًاسَمَ وًَ احاَبصَ جَرََفلَْا اوُعَّقوََت اھََدنْعَِفُ ھُقاَثیمَِ لا وَِ ََّ?ُ ةَّجحُ لْطُبَْت مَْلُ ھَّنَأ نَوُنِقوُی وَ نَومَُلعَْی كَلَِذ يِف مْھُ وَ ھِنِاكَمَِب

 نٍیْعََ ةَفرْطَُ ھَتَّجحُ بََّیغَ امَ نَوُباَترَْی مْھَُّنَأ مَلِعَ وَْل وَ نَوُباَترَْیَ لاُ هءَاَیلِوَْأ َّنَأ َّلجَ وَ َّزعَُ ََّ? مَلِعَ دَْق وَ مْھَُل رْھَظَْی مَْلَفُ ھَتَّجحُ اوُدَقَتفِْا اَذِإ ھِئِاَدعَْأ ىَلعَ
 . سِاَّنلَا رِارَشِ سِْأرَ ىَلعَ َّلاِإ كَلَِذ نُوكَُیَ لا وَ مْھُنْعَ

Imam Sadiq said: “The closest that this group will be to their lord is when their hujjah is hidden from them 
and they don’t know where he is, and during that time they are certain and sure that Allah’s hujjah exists 
still. At that time, await the faraj every morning and evening…”46 

Do Not Be In A Hurry 

ِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَأ نْعَ رٍیِثكَ نِبْ نِمَحَّْرلَا دِبْعَ نْعَ نَاَّسحَ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نْعَ نِسَحَلَْا نُبْ ُّيلِعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقِ يّوَِلَعلَْا ىسَومُ نِبِْ ََّ? دِیَْبعُ نْعََ دمَحَْأ نُبْ ُّيلِعَ
 ةَِثَلاَثِبُ ََّ?ُ هَدِّیؤَُی ىَّتحَ ھِِب لَجِعَْتسَْتَ لا نَْأ َّلجَ وَ َّزعَُ ََّ? رَمََأ اَنرُمَْأ وَھُ لَاَقُ هوُلجِعَْتسَْت لاَٰفِ َّٰ? رُمَْأ ىٰتَأ -َّلجَ وَ َّزعَِ ََّ? لِوَْق يِف : مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ
 كَُّبرَ كَجَرَخَْأ امٰكَ -ىَلاَعَتُ ھُلوَْق كَلَِذ وَ ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ? ىَّلصَِ ََّ? لِوسُرَِ جورُخُكَ مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَُ ھجُورُخُ وَ بِعُّْرلَا وَ نَیِنمِؤْمُلَْا وَ ةِكَِئَلامَلَْا دٍاَنجَْأ
 . قِّحَلْاِب كَِتیَْب نْمِ

44 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 333 
45 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 288 
46 Al-Ghaybah li al-Nu’mani, vol. 1, 161 
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Imam Sadiq said about the verse of the Quran that states: “The command of Allah is coming, so do not rush 
it.”47: “The verse refers to our affair and that one should not rush it until Allah assists it with three of his 
armies, namely the angels, the believers and fear (in the hearts of tyrants)…”48 

The Hurrying of People Does Not Change Allah’s Plans 

ُ هاَتَأَف مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَأَ دنْعِ تُنْكُ :لَاَق بِتِاكَلَْا لِضَْفلَْا نِعَ مٍشِاھَ يِبَأ نِبْ نِمَحَّْرلَا دِبْعَ نْعَ نِیْسَحُلَْا نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نْعَ ىَیحَْی نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ
 لُجَعَْیَ لاُ هرُكْذِ َّزعََ ََّ? َّنِإ لُضَْف اَی نَوُّراسَُت ءٍيْشَ َّيَأ لَاَقَفً اضعَْب اَنضُعَْب ُّراسَُی اَنلَْعجََف اَّنعَ جْرُخُْا بٌاوَجَ كَبِاَتكِلِ سَیَْل لَاَقَف مٍلِسْمُ يِبَأ بُاَتكِ
 امََف تُلُْق نٍَلاُف دِلْوُ نْمِ عَبِاَّسلَا غََلَب ىَّتحَ نٍَلاُف نَبْ نََلاُف َّنِإ لَاَق َّمُثُ ھُلجََأ ضَِقنَْی مَْل كٍلْمُ لِاوَزَ نْمِ رُسَیَْأ ھِعِضِوْمَ نْعَ لٍَبجَُ ةَلازَلإَِ وَ دِاَبعِلَْا ةَِلجََعلِ
 وَھُ وًَ اثَلاَث اھَُلوُقَی اَنیَْلِإ اوُبیجَِأَف ُّينِاَیفُّْسلَا جَرَخَ اَذِإَف ُّينِاَیفُّْسلَا جَرُخَْی ىَّتحَ لُضَْف اَی ضَرَْلأَْاِ حرَبَْتَ لا لَاَق كَاَدِف تُلْعِجُ كََنیَْب وَ اَنَنیَْب امَیِفُ ةمََلاَعلَْا
 . مِوُتحْمَلَْا نَمِ

Fadhl al-Katib says: “I was with Imam Sadiq when he received the letter of Abu Muslim. The Imam 
responded firmly: ‘There is no response for this letter. Leave us.’ We began whispering quietly to each 
other. He said: ‘What are you speaking about O Fadhl? Certainly Allah does not hurry due to the rushing 
of his servants. And certainly the moving of a mountain from its place is easier than the perishing of a 
kingdom whose time of death has not come.’…I asked: ‘So, what is the sign between us and you (indicating 
the time of the governance of truth)?’ He said: ‘O Fadhl, do not move from your place until Sufyani 
appears. When he appears, respond to our call.’ He said it three times. He added: ‘And the Sufyani is from 
the definite signs’.”49  

C: Perseverance 

Difficulty of Practicing the Faith (Like palming coal or thorns) 

Difficulty of Practicing During The Occultation 

 نٍامََی نْعَ دٍلِاخَ نِبِْ حلِاصَ نْعَِ يِّفرَیَّْصلَا دٍَّمحَمُ نِبْ نِسَحَلَْا نِعَِ يِّفوكُلَْا دٍَّمحَمُ نِبْ رَِفعْجَ نْعًَ اعیمِجَ دٍَّمحَمُ نُبْ نُسَحَلَْا وَ ىَیحَْی نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ
 اَذكَھَ لَاَق َّمُث دِاَتَقلْلِ طِرِاخَلْاكَ ھِنِیدِِب اھَیِف كُسِّمََتمُلَْاً ةَبیْغَ رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَ بِحِاصَلِ َّنِإ اَنَل لَاَقَفً اسوُلجُ مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَأَ دنْعِ اَّنكُ :لَاَق رِاَّمَّتلَا
 . ھِنِیدِِب كَّْسمََتَیلْ وٌَ دبْعََ ََّ? قَِّتَیلَْفً ةَبیْغَ رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَ بِحِاصَلِ َّنِإ لَاَق َّمُثً اّیلِمَ قَرَطَْأ َّمُث هِدَِیِب دِاَتَقلَْا كَوْشَ كُسِمُْی مْكُُّیَأَف هِدَِیِب

Yaman al-Tammar says: “We were with Imam Sadiq and he said to us: ‘Surely the owner of this affair will 
have an occultation. During that time, the one who holds on to his faith will be like the one who holds 
with bare hands the thorns of qatad.’ He then said: ‘Like I show with my hands. So, which of you will 
palm thorns with his bare hands?’ Then he paused for a while and said: ‘Surely the owner of this affair will 
have an occultation. During it, a servant should fear Allah and hold firm to his faith’.”50 

47 The Quran, surah 16, verse 1 
48 Al-Ghaybah li al-Nu’mani, vol. 1, 198 
49 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, 274 
50 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, 335 
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The Difficulty of The Shi’a During Ghaybah 

 نُبْ مِیظَِعلَْاُ دبْعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيمَِدلآَْا دٍاَیزِ نُبْ لُھْسَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق ُّيِفوكُلَْا رٍَفعْجَ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ ُّينِاَبیَّْشلَاَ دمَحَْأ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ
 مُھِیَْلعَ بٍلِاطَ يِبَأ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نِبْ نِیْسَحُلَْا نِبِْ يّلِعَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نِبْ رَِفعْجَ نِبْ ىسَومُ نِبِْ يّلِعَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نْعَُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ ُّيِنسَحَلَْاِ ََّ? دِبْعَ
 ھِِتَبیْغَ يِف مَِعَّنلَا نََلاوَجَ نَوُلوجَُی ةَِعیشِّلاِب يِّنَأكَ لٌیوِطَ اھَُدمََأٌ ةَبیْغَ اَّنمِ مِئِاَقلْلِ :لَاَق مَُلاَّسلَا مُھِیَْلعَ نَیِنمِؤْمُلَْا رِیمَِأ نْعَ ھِئِاَبآ نْعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ مَُلاَّسلَا
 ھِیَْلعَ لَاَق َّمُث ةِمَاَیقِلَْا مَوَْی يِتجَرََد يِف يعِمَ وَھَُف ھِمِامَِإ ةَِبیْغَ دِمََأ لِوطُلُِ ھُبلَْق سُقَْی مَْل وَ ھِنِیدِ ىَلعَ مْھُنْمِ تََبَث نْمََفَ لاَأُ ھَنوُدجَِیَ لاَف ىعَرْمَلَْا نَوُبُلطَْی
 ُ.ھصُخْشَ بُیغَِی وَُ ھُتَدَلاوِ ىَفخَْت كَلَِذلَِفٌ ةَعیَْب ھِقُِنعُ يِف دٍحََلأِ نْكَُی مَْل مَاَق اَذِإ اَّنمِ مَئِاَقلَْا َّنِإ مَُلاَّسلا

Imam Hadi said: “Our qa’im will have a long occultation. It’s as if I see the Shi’a are lost like cattle during 
this time. They search for a place of grazing, but don’t find it. Beware, whoever amongst them stays firm in 
his faith and does not allow his heart to harden during the long occultation of his imam, will be with me at 
my level on Judgment Day.” Then he added: “Surely, when our Qa’im rises, he will not carry bay’ah to 
anyone. This is why his birth is hidden and he is not seen.”51 

D: Preparing the Grounds for His Return 

 نِبْ نِیْسَحُلَْا نِعَِ يِّبَلحَلَْا رَمَعُ نِبَْ دمَحَْأ نْعَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَ نِسَحَلَْا نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ ھِیخَِأ نْعَ نِسَحَلَْا نُبْ ُّيلِعَ يِنَثَّدحَ لَاَق دٍیعِسَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبُْ دمَحَْأ اَنَثَّدحَ
 نَوُبُلطَْی قِرِشْمَلْاِب اوجُرَخَ دَْق مٍوَْقِب يِّنَأكَ :لَاَقُ ھَّنَأ مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ رٍَفعْجَ يِبَأ نْعَِ يّلُِباكَلَْا دٍلِاخَ يِبَأ نْعَ مٍاسَ نِبْ ىَیحَْی نِبْ رَِّمَعمُ نْعَ ىسَومُ
َ لا وَ اومُوُقَی ىَّتحَُ ھَنوُلَبقَْیَ لاَفُ هوُلَأسَ امَ نَوْطَعُْیَف مْھِقِتِاوَعَ ىَلعَ مْھَُفوُیسُ اوُعضَوَ كَلَِذ اوَْأرَ اَذِإَفُ ھَنوْطَعُْیَ لاَفُ ھَنوُبُلطَْی َّمُثُ ھَنوْطَعُْیَ لاَف َّقحَلَْا
 . رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَ بِحِاصَلِ يسِفَْن تُیَْقبَْتسَْلا كَلَِذ تُكْرَدَْأ وَْل يِّنِإ امََأ ءُاَدھَشُ مْھَُلاْتَق مْكُِبحِاصَ ىَلِإ َّلاِإ اھََنوُعَفدَْی

Imam Baqir said: “It’s as if I can see a group of people, they revolt in the east. They demand the truth, but 
they are not given it. They do so again and they are rejected again. When they see this, they take on their 
swords until they are given their demands. They do not accept and they begin a movement that they only 
pass on to your master. Those of them who are killed are martyrs. If I was present at that time, I would 
prepare and preserve myself for the owner of this affair.”52 

ِ ََّ? دِبْعَ وُبَأ لَاَق لَاَق رٍیصَِب يِبَأ نْعَ بٍیْھَوُ وَ ھِیِبَأ نْعَِ يِّنئِاطََبلَْا نِبِْا نِعَ نَارَھْمِ نِبْ لَیعِامَسِْإ نْعَ فَسُوُی نِبَْ دمَحَْأ نْعََ ةَدقْعُ نُبِْا ينامعنلل
 نْمِ نَوكَُی وَُ ھكَرِدُْی ىَّتحَ هِرِمُعُ يِف ئَسِنُْی نَْلأِ تُوْجَرَ ھِِتَّیِن نْمِ كَلَِذ مَلِعَ اَذِإَ ََّ? َّنِإَفً امھْسَ وَْل وَ مِئِاَقلَْاِ جورُخُلِ مْكُُدحََأ َّنَّدعُِیلِ : مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ
 .هِرِاصَنَْأ وَ ھِنِاوَعَْأ

Imam Sadiq said: “You should prepare for the movement of the Qa’im, even by preparing one single arrow. 
Because surely when Allah sees that in your intention, my hope is that he will prolong your life until that 
time and you become one of his helpers and assistors.”53 

51 Kamal al-Din, vol. 1, 303 
52 Al-Ghaybah li al-Nu’mani, vol.1, 273 
53 Al-Ghaybah li al-Nu’mani, vol 1, 320 
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Political Philosophy of The Shi’a During Ghaybah 

Two Main Opinions 

One: There is a need to prepare for the imam and that preparation is amongst other things through 
establishing a government when possible. 

Two: Establishing governments is only for the time of hudhur (presence of an imam) 

Group Discussion: What is wilayatul faqih and what are the different opinions you have 
heard about it? 

Narrations Saying “Any Movement Before The Mahdi Will Be Defeated” 

Fadhl al-Katib says: “I was with Imam Sadiq when he received the letter of Abu Muslim. The Imam 
responded firmly: ‘There is no response for this letter. Leave us.’ We began whispering quietly to each 
other. He said: ‘What are you speaking about O Fadhl? Certainly Allah does not hurry due to the rushing 
of his servants. And certainly the moving of a mountain from its place is easier than the perishing of a 
kingdom whose time of death has not come.’… I asked: ‘So, what is the sign between us and you 
(indicating the time of the governance of truth)?’ He said: ‘O Fadhl, do not move from your place until 
Sufyani appears. When he appears, respond to our call.’ He said it three times. He added: ‘And the Sufyani 
is from the definite signs’.”54  

Group Discussion: How would you understand such narrations? 

54 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, 274 
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A: They seem to be pointing to the idea of telling the companions that they shouldn’t join a movement 
during their lives, not that this command extends to those will come after them. 

B: A number of them indicate that any revolutions done by Ahlul-Bayt will not be successful, not by 
others. 

C: There are narrations praising some of the movements that happen before the Imam appears 
like the narrations on the people of Qum and the narrations of Yamani and His Army. 

D: Goes against the teachings of Quran and Hadith on Forbidding The Evil 

E: Goes against verses indicating that Muslims to fight to bring freedom to others 

E: Praying for Dhuhur 

The Ahlul-Bayt Prayed For The Dhuhur 

We have duas attributed to eight imams for Imam Mahdi’s reappearance. 

Dua of Imam Mahdi for His Own Dhuhur 

 وَ مَْعَن لَاَقَف رِمَْلأَْا اَذھَ بَحِاصَ تَیَْأرَُ ھَل تُلُْقَفُ ھنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ َّيرِمَْعلَْا نَامَْثعُ نَبَْ دَّمحَمُ تُلَْأسَ :لَاَقُ ھَّنَأِ يّرَِیمْحِلَْا رٍَفعْجَ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَ يَوِرُ
 . » يِنَتدْعَوَ امَ يلِ زْجِنَْأ َّمھَُّللَا «لُوُقَی وَھُ وَ مِارَحَلَْاِ ََّ? تِیَْبَ دنْعِ ھِِب يدِھْعَ رُخِآ

Abdullah ibn Ja’far Himyari says: “I asked the second deputy: ‘Have you seen the owner of this affair?’ He 
said: ‘Yes, and the final time I saw him was in Masjid al-Haram while he was saying: ‘O Allah, fulfill your 
promise to me’.’”55 

The Approach of Scholars On The Authenticity of Duas and Ziyarahs 

As a general principle, Shi’a scholars have not applied strict standards to the narrations of duas and 
ziyarahs. These texts were seen as a way to connect with Allah and or show respect and affection to the 
Prophet’s family.  

However, if a dua or ziyarah is going to be used as a reference for fiqhi or aqa’idi debates, it needs to meet 
strict standards, such as being quoted by early sources, having a full chain, reliable narrators, etc.  

55 Al-Faqih, vol. 2, 520 
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Example: Proving Raj’ah Through Dua al-Ahd 

Duas to Be Recited During Ghaybah 

There are multiple duas recommended to be recited during the time of ghaybah. Some are recommended 
for any time, such as dua faraj and other recommended for particular times such as Friday, Ramadhan, 
Eids, 15th Sha’ban etc.  

Group Discussion: List all of the duas and ziyarahs that are recommended to be recited 
during the time of ghaybah. 

Dua Al-Nudbah 

The Source, Chain and Content of Dua Nudbah: 

Dua Al-Iftitah 

The Source, Chain and Content of Du’a Iftitah: 
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Dua Allahumma Kun Liwaliyyika56 

 وًَ امئِاَق وًَ ادجِاسَ ءَاعَُّدلَا اَذھَ نَاضَمَرَ رِھْشَ نْمِ نَیرِشْعِ وَ ثٍَلاَث ةَِلیَْل يِف رُرِّكَُت: لَاَق مَُلاَّسلَا مُھِیَْلعَ نَیحِلِاَّصلَا نِعَ هِدِاَنسِْإِب ىسَیعِ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ
ّلكُ رِھَّْشلَا يِف وَ لٍاحَ لِّكُ ىَلعَ وًَ ادعِاَق ِ يِّبَّنلَا ىَلعَ ِةَلاَّصلَا وَ ىَلاَعَت وَ كَرَاَبَتِ ََّ? دِیمِحَْتَ دعَْب لُوُقَت كَرِھَْد نْمِ كَرَضَحَ ىَتمَ وَ كََنكَمَْأ فَیْكَ وَ ھِِ

ً انیْعَ وًَ انوْعَ وًَ ادئِاَق وًَ لایلَِد وًَ ارصِاَن وًَ اظِفاحَ وًَ اّیلِوَ ةٍعَاسَ لِّكُ يِف وَ ةِعَاَّسلَا هِذِھَ يِف نٍَلاُف نِبْ نَِلاُف كَِّیلِوَلِ نْكُ َّمھَُّللَا ھِلِآ وَ ھِیَْلعَُ ََّ? ىَّلصَ
ّتمَُت وًَ اعوْطَ كَضَرَْأُ ھَنكِسُْت ىَّتحَ ً لایوِطَ اھَیِفُ ھَعِ

This dua is also narrated in Tahdhib al-Ahkaam, one of our earliest sources of hadith. 

Dua Al-Faraj57 

 وَ ءُاجََّرلَا عَطََقنِْا وَ ءُاطَغِلَْا فَشَكَنِْا وَ ءُاَفخَلَْا حَرَِب وَ ءَُلاَبلَْا مَظُعَ َّمھَُّللَا ]يھَِلِإ[ صََلخََف سٍوُبحْمَ لٍجُرَلِ مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ رِمَْلأَْا بُحِاصَُ ھمََّلعَ ءٌاعَُد
 لِآ وَ دٍَّمحَمُ ىَلعَ لِّصَ َّمھَُّللَا ءِاخََّرلَا وَِ ةَّدشِّلَا يِف لَُّوَعمُلَْا كَیَْلعَ وَ ىكََتشْمُلَْا كَیَْلِإ وَ نُاَعَتسْمُلَْا تَنَْأ وَ ءُامََّسلَا تَِعِنمُ وَ ضُرَْلأَْا تَِقاضَ
ّقحَِب اَّنعَ جْرَِّفَف مْھَُتَلزِنْمَ كَلَِذِب اَنَتفَّْرعَ وَ مْھَُتعَاطَ اَنیَْلعَ تَضْرََف نَیذَِّلَا رِمَْلأَْا يلِوُأ دَِّمحَمُ  وَھُ وَْأ رِصََبلَْاِ حمَْلكًَ ابیرَِقً لاجِاعًَ اجرََف مْھِِ
 نَامََلأَْا نَامََلأَْا نِامََّزلَا بَحِاصَ اَی اَنَلاوْمَ اَی يَارَصِاَن امَكَُّنِإَف ينِارَصُنُْا وَ يَاَیِفاكَ امَكَُّنِإَف ينِاَیفِكِْاُ دَّمحَمُ اَی ُّيلِعَ اَی ُّيلِعَ اَیُ دَّمحَمُ اَی بُرَقَْأ
 مَحَرَْأ اَی لَجََعلَْا لَجََعلَْا لَجََعلَْاَ ةعَاَّسلَاَ ةعَاَّسلَاَ ةعَاَّسلَا يِنكْرِدَْأ يِنكْرِدَْأ يِنكْرِدَْأ ثَوَْغلَْا ثَوَْغلَْا ثَوَْغلَْا نَامََلأَْا
 . نَیرِھِاَّطلَا ھِلِآ وَ دٍَّمحَمُِب نَیمِحِاَّرلَا

This dua does not have a full chain. The earliest source for this dua is Tabrisi, who lived in the sixth 
century. Misbah of al-kaf’ami and Jamal al-Usbu’ of Ibn Tawus have also narrated this dua.  

Dua Al-Ghariq58 

 نِبِْ يّلِعَ نْعَ فٍورُعْمَ نِبْ سِاَّبَعلَْا نِعَ رُاَّفَّصلَا نِسَحَلَْا نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحََ لااَق امَھُنْعَُ ََّ? يَضِرَ دِیلِوَلَْا نِبَْ دمَحَْأ نِبْ نِسَحَلَْا نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ وَ يِبَأ اَنَثَّدحَ
ِ ََّ? دِبْعَ يِبَأ ىَلعَ يِبَأ وَ اَنَأ تُلْخََد :لَاَق نٍاَنسِ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَ رٍیرِجَ نِبْ قَاحَسِْإ نْعَ ىسَیعِ نِبْ دِاَّمحَ نْعَ بٍوُبحْمَ نِبْ نِسَحَلَْا نِعَ رَاَیزِھْمَ
 يِبَأُ ھَل لَاَقَف قِیرَِغلَْا ءَاعَُد اعََد نْمَ َّلاِإ اھَنْمِ وجُنَْیَ لا وَ ىرَُیً امَلعََ لا وَ ىًدھُ مَامَِإ اھَیِف نَوْرََتَ لا لٍاحَ يِف مُْترْصِ اَذِإ مُْتنَْأ فَیْكَ لَاَقَف مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ
 . رُمَْلأَْا مُكَُل حَضَِّتَی ىَّتحَ مْكُیدِیَْأ يِف امَِب اوكَُّسمََتَف كَلَِذ نَاكَ اَذِإَفُ ھكُرِدُْتَ لاَف تَنَْأ اَّمَأ لَاَقَف عَُنصَْن فَیْكََفً لایَْل اَذھَ عََقوَ اَذِإ

 دِبْعَ نِبْ سَُنوُی نْعَ ىسَیعِ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ ُّيدِیَْبُعلَْا يِنَثَّدحََ دمَحَْأ نِبْ لَیِئرَبْجَ طِّخَِب تُدْجَوَ لَاَق دٍوُعسْمَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نْعَ دِاَنسْلإَِْا اَذھَِب وَ
 َّلاِإ اھَنْمِ وجُنَْیَ لا وَ ىًدھُ مٍامَِإَ لا وَ ىرَُی مٍَلعََ لاِب نَوَْقبَْتَفٌ ةھَبْشُ مْكُُبیصُِتسَ : مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ وُبَأ لَاَق لَاَق نٍاَنسِ نِبِْ ََّ? دِبْعَ نْعَ نِمَحَّْرلَا
ّلَقمُ اَی مُیحِرَ اَی نُامَحْرَ اَیُ ََّ? اَی لُوُقَی لَاَق قِیرَِغلَْا ءُاعَُد فَیْكَ تُلُْق قِیرَِغلَْا ءِاعَُدِب اعََد نْمَ  اَیُ ََّ? اَی تُلُْقَف كَنِیدِ ىَلعَ يِبلَْق تِّْبَث بِوُلُقلَْا بَِ
ّلَقمُ اَی مُیحِرَ اَی نُامَحْرَ ّلَقمُ َّلجَ وَ َّزعََ ََّ? َّنِإ لَاَق كَنِیدِ ىَلعَ يِبلَْق تِّْبَث رِاصَبَْلأَْا وَ بِوُلُقلَْا بَِ  اَی كََل لُوُقَأ امَكَ لُْق نْكَِل وَ رِاصَبَْلأَْا وَ بِوُلُقلَْا بُِ
ّلَقمُ  . كَنِیدِ ىَلعَ يِبلَْق تِّْبَث بِوُلُقلَْا بَِ

56 Al-Kafi, vol. 4, 162 
57 Al-Misbah li al-Kaf’ami, vol. 1, 176 
58 Al-Tabsirah, vol. 1, 127; Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 348; Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, 351 
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Dua Al-‘Ahd 

ُ ھَلبَْق تَامَ نِْإَف اَنمِئِاَق رِاصَنَْأ نْمِ نَاكَ دِھَْعلَْا اَذھَِبً احاَبصَ نَیعَِبرَْأ ىَلاَعَتِ ََّ? ىَلِإ اعََد نْمَ: لَاَقُ ھَّنَأ مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَ قِدِاَّصلَا دٍَّمحَمُ نِبْ رَِفعْجَ نْعَ
 وَِ عیِفَّرلَاِ يّسِرْكُلَْا َّبرَ وَ مِیظَِعلَْا رِوُّنلَا َّبرَ َّمھَُّللَا اَذھَ وَھُ وَ ةٍَئِّیسَ فَلَْأُ ھنْعَ احَمَ وَ ةٍَنسَحَ فَلَْأ ةٍمَلِكَ لِّكُِبُ هاطَعَْأ وَ هِرِبَْق نْمِ ىَلاَعَتُ ََّ?ُ ھجَرَخَْأ

 وَ نَیِبَّرَقمُلَْا ةِكَِئَلامَلَْا َّبرَ وَ مِیظَِعلَْا نِآرُْقلَْا لَزِنْمُ وَ رِورُحَلَْا وَ لِّظِّلَا َّبرَ وَ رِوُبَّزلَا وَ لِیجِنْلإَِْا وَ ةِارَوَّْتلَا لَزِنْمُ وَ  رِوجُسْمَلَْا رِحَْبلَْا َّبرَ
 نَیلِسَرْمُلَْا ءِاَیِبنَْلأَْا

Promises made for reciting these duas. One of the duas promises that whoever recites it for 40 days will be 
amongst the companions of the 12th Imam. And if he passes away before his reappearance, he will be risen 
from his grave for it. And Allah will grant him a thousand good deeds and remove a thousand sins from him 
from for every word of this dua.59 Or that whoever recites this dua will see Imam Mahdi either while asleep 
or while awake before he dies.60 

The earliest source for this dua is Kitab Atiq of Gharawi of the fifth century, which Allamah Majlisi narrates 
from.  

Dua Al-Ma’rifah61 

 لَاَقَ ةرَارَزُ نْعَ ىَلعَْی نِبْ ىَیحَْی نْعَ بَوُقعَْی نُبُْ داَّبعَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَق كٍلِامَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ رَُفعْجَ اَنَثَّدحَ لَاَقُ ََّ?ُ ھمَحِرَ مٍاَّمھَ نُبُْ دَّمحَمُ اَنَثَّدحَ
 لَاَق َّمُث ھِِنطَْب ىَلِإ هِدَِیِبَ أمَوَْأ وَ فُاخََی لَاَق مَلِ وَ تُلُْقَف مَوُقَی نَْأ لَبَْقً ةَبیْغَ مَُلاَّسلَا ھِیَْلعَ مِئِاَقلْلِ َّنِإ: لُوُقَی مَُلاَّسلا ھِیَْلعَِ ََّ? دِبْعَ اَبَأ تُعْمِسَ
 بٌئِاغَ لُوُقَی نْمَ مْھُنْمِ وَ لٌمْحَ لُوُقَی نْمَ مْھُنْمِ وَ فٍَلخََ لاِبُ هوُبَأ تَامَ لُوُقَی نْمَ مْھُنْمَِف ھِِتَدَلاوِ يِف ُّكشَُی يذَِّلَا وَھُ وَ رُظََتنْمُلَْا وَھُ وَُ ةرَارَزُ اَی
 نَوُلطِبْمُلَْا بُاَترَْی كَلَِذَ دنْعَِف ةَِعیشِّلَا بَوُلُق نَحَِتمَْی نَْأ ُّبحُِیَ ََّ? َّنَأ رَیْغَ رُظََتنْمُلَْا وَھُ وَ نَیِنسِِب ھِیِبَأ ةِاَفوَ لَبَْقَ دلِوُ لُوُقَی نْمَ مْھُنْمِ وَ
 ءِاعَُّدلَا اَذھَِب عُدْاَف نَامََّزلَا كَلَِذ تَكْرَدَْأ ىَتمَُ ةرَارَزُ اَی لَاَق لُمَعَْأ ءٍيْشَ َّيَأ نَامََّزلَا كَلَِذ تُكْرَدَْأ نِْإ كَاَدِف تُلْعِجُ تُلُْقُ ةرَارَزُ لَاَقُ ةرَارَزُ اَی
 َّمھَُّللَا كََتَّجحُ فْرِعَْأ مَْل كََلوسُرَ يِنفْرَِّعُت مَْل نِْإ كََّنِإَف كََلوسُرَ يِنفْرِّعَ َّمھَُّللَا كََّیِبَن فْرِعَْأ مَْل كَسَفَْن يِنفْرَِّعُت مَْل نِْإ كََّنِإَف كَسَفَْن يِنفْرِّعَ َّمھَُّللَا

 يذَِّلَا سَیَْل وََ أ كَاَدفِ تُلْعِجُ تُلُْق ةَِنیدِمَلْاِب مٍَلاغُ لِْتَق نْمِ َّدُبَ لاُ ةرَارَزُ اَی لَاَق َّمُث ينِیدِ نْعَ تُلَْلضَ كََتَّجحُ يِنفْرَِّعُت مَْل نِْإ كََّنِإَف كََتَّجحُ يِنفْرِّعَ
 مََلاُغلَْاُ ذخُْأَیَف لَخََد ءٍيْشَِ يَّأ يِف سُاَّنلَا يرِدَْیَ لا وََ ةَنیدِمَلَْا لَخُدَْی ىَّتحَ جُرُخَْی نٍَلاُف يِنَب شُیْجَُ ھُلُتقَْی نْكَِل وََ لا لَاَقِ يّنِاَیفُّْسلَا شُیْجَُ ھُلُتقَْی
  جُرََفلَْا عَُّقوََتُی كَلَِذَ دنْعَِفُ ََّ? مُھُُلھِمُْی مَْلً املْظُ وًَ اناوَدْعُ وًَ ایغَْبُ ھَلَتَق اَذِإَفُ ھُلُتقَْیَف

Zurarah says I asked Imam Sadiq: “If I were present during the time of occultation, what should I do?” He 
said: “O Zurarah, if you are present during that time, supplicate by reciting this dua: ‘O Allah, grant me 
knowledge of yourself, for if you do not do so, I will not have knowledge of your Prophet. O Allah, grant 
me knowledge of your Prophet, for if you do not do so, I will have not have knowledge of your hujjah. O 
Allah, grant me knowledge of your hujjah, for if you do not do so, I will be misguided from my faith and 
religion.’… ‘’” 

Group Discussion: What is the meaning of Dua al-Ma’rifah? 

59 Misbah al-Za’ir, 1, 454 
60 Ikhtiyar al-Misbah, Ibn Baqi, vol. 2, 504 
61 Al-Ghyabah li al-Nu’mani, vol. 1, 166 
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The Practice of Writing Aridhas 

Group Discussion: What is aridhah? What do you do with it? And where should it be 
placed? 

Ziyarahs Dedicated to Imam Mahdi: Ziyarah Aal Yasin 

Narrated by Al-Mazar Al-Kabir of Ibn Mashhadi of the 7th century, as well as Ihtijaj of Tabrasi and Misbah 
al-Za’ir of Ibn Tawus. The chain of Ihtijaj is mursal (disconnected). The chain in al-Mazar al-Kabir is 
connected, but uknown names exist in it. 

The Content of Ziyarah Ale Yasin: 

Ziyarahs Narrated from Imam Mahdi: Ziyarah Nahiyah 

There are multiple ziyarahs narrated from the 12th Imam when visiting the shrine of Imam Husayn and 
Imam Ali. Hence, these ziyarahs were given the titile ziyarah nahiyah, meaning they were narrated from 
the nahiyah muqaddasah i.e.,  the holy source or holy direction. This term was used by the Shi’a to refer to 
the imams of their time in the form of taqiyyah.  

The chain of narration for this ziyarah is not complete. Therefore, it cannot be referenced for aqa’idi 
matters, but can be used as an expression of grief over the tragedies of Karbala…  
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